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(from Linda Devine, Editor)

| hope everyone haal good summer! Mthanksto those vino contributed material for thissue | also
appreciat e myrkonyephriagtiiphdiod 6 s wo

| continue tcencourage OCAW members to write articles or sulmformationif there is something you
think would be of interest to the membership

Please alsteel free to send me amsyggestionshat yal might have fothe enewsletter at:
devinefive@comcast.net
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Opera I nternational 6s Charitabl e

(from Linda Devine)

Opera International has been disbursing its remaining funds to charities dhg marprofit organizations
Information about our actiortan be found ithe April and Jun®CAW ENewsletters

As a result, we have been gratified to receiiee letters of appreciatidnrom the gratefulreceiving
organizations.


mailto:devinefive@comcast.net

From the American Red Cross
+ American
o/ RedCross

On behalf of the American Red Cross, thank you for your generous gift on June 3, 2025, which will be
applied to Where It Is Neleed Most. Support from organizatidiie yours is truly making an impact in the
lives of those we serve every day.

fiJune 6, 2025

During ther darkest hours, people know they can turn to the Red Cross for comfort and care. Our
humanitarian mission of preventing and alleviating human suffering in the face of emergencies depends on
the compassion of our generous donors.

I am deeply grateful foyour commitment to the lifesaving work of the Red Cross. Thank you once again for
standing with us to help turn heartbreak into hope.

Sincerely,
Cliff Holtz

Presi dent and CEO, American Red Crosso

From The Institute for Human Services, Honolulu,Hawaii

VN

HS

The Institute for Human Services, Inc.
Ending the Cycle of Homelessness

AJune 20, 2025
Mahalo for the generous gift from the Organization of Chinese American Women received on 6/13/2025.

Every night on Oahu, thousands of individuals are without a home. Thanks to your generosity and
compassi on, tdirngygle atbwen Your sup@ost ensute®that emergency shelter, a warm meal,
health services, and support\dees are always within reaclonce inside the safety and stability of shelter,
guests can breathe easier and start planning for a future beyarrdaam

Every year, support from caring people like you allows thousands of individuals to receive a warm meal, a
safe space, medical care, or job training for those who found themselves in need.
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Thank you again for your generosity and the futumsmake possible.
Warmest mahalo,
Steven Tseu

Director of Philanthropy & Community Relationsbo

From the Feiyang Dance Team, New Orleans, Louisiana

fAJuly 12, 2025
Subject: Heartfelt Grattude for Your Generous Support
DearOpera International Fund Team,

On behalf of the Feiyang Dance Team, | would like to express our deepest gratitude for the generous donation
entrusted to uthrough the Organization @hinese American WomenVe are truly honored to receive this
recogniton from the Opera International Fund for our efforts in promoting Chinese culture and enrichin
community life through dance.

Your support not only affirms the value of our work but also empowers us to continue sharing the beauty of
Chinese traditions wh diverse audienced his contribution will greatly assist us in sustaining our
performances, and outreach programs, allowing us to inspire even @omie through the art of dance.

Once again, we sincerely appreciate your kindness and belief in giomi Please extend our thanks to
everyone involved in this decision. We hope to make you proud by continuing to serve as cultural
ambassadors and fostering crosffurd connections in our community.

With warm regards,

Yong Yi
Captain of the FeiyanQance Team
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From the New Orleans Skylark Performance Troupe New Orleans, Louisiana

AJul 30251 3,
To the Officers and Members of the Opera International Fund, OCAW National Organization

Dear Opera International Fund Team,

On behalf othe New Orleans Skylark Performance Troupe, we extend our deepest gratitude for your
generous grant. We are truly honored to receive this recognition and support from the OCAW National
Organization.

This grant not only affirms our mission to promote wtdt awareness through music, dance, fashion show,
and performance but also encourages us to continue bringing joy, connection, and cultural pride to our
communities.Your support fuels our commitment to sharing the richness of Chinese heritage aragfoster
intercultural understanding across generations.

We are proud to be part of the OCAW community and
your support, we will continue to reach more audiences, inspire new performers, and uplift imundym

through the power of cultural expression.

Thank you again for this meaningful recognition.

With sincere appreciation,

Lily Yang and Lily Wu
Representatives, NewlODre ans Skyl ark Performance Troupeo



New Donation Silicon Valley Chapter

TheOCAW Silicon Valley Chapter has workedstirel essl
Associationin many ways, assistingteventsorganized by the Northern California and Northern Nevada

Chapter co-sponsoringmportantpresentations, hostingeaningful educational seminaesd producing

charity dance eventsvVery importantly, a $icon Valley Chapter team has walkedery year in the annual

fiwal k t o E n dforAHe pastelécanenisirigshousands of dollars to benefit the organimatio

Mimi Hom, Opera International Found@roduceDirectorwi t nessed how the organi z
benefited her fellow residents in her own senior hand shdelt it meaningful to donate Opera
International funds to this worthy organization.

Thus, a donatiowasrecenthmade t o t he Silicon Valley Chapterés
joining countless others ih&éupcomingSilicon Valley Walk on Saturday, October.11

. & - ——
e S S————— -—

OCAW Silicon Valley Chaptesdosteamd4 nAWal k t
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Car ol Yuan, SVCb6s Secretary and a for mer Presi den
the Al zhei merds Associati on. S h e c o letter of retegdition e c e i
and donation check, amdote:

fiThank you for your kind support amecognizing our efforts in the fight of Alzheéms disease 0

She sent our | etter of recognition t oelmeénlsibeof t he
reading it, o anwhaldoftherpeimlderss t o share it

She al so Mmpas sokiadeadd,genérous in supporting our efforts. Her warmth and generosity
wi || al ways be remembered. o

fiThank you again for your kind suppart!

Plans are in development for contributidgaenefitthe communities athe DC metro area chapters
(Maryland and Virginia) later this year.

Muriel Hom Music Grants

As discusseth the April enewslettey Cat hy Robertsdé ideaiomf Hwowmbdi ngm
has taken shapésrants of $500 will be available, and it is hoped thkintednstrumentalists and vocalists
who could beefit from some additional funde further their studies and activities, will apply.

The first Muriel Hom Music Grant was awarded in July to a yaung musicianin Maryland. Shehas

trained on the violin, but is cuantly pursuing voice lessons with a renowned teacher who has told us that she
has an exceptional voicéler essay was beautifully written, expressing her love of music and how itrig givi
meaning to her life, and we were happy to assist her financially with her studies.

The grant application form has been sent to each chapter predidamt. OCAW member knows of an
individual who is serious about pursuing their music studies and ntigh able to use some financial
assistance, please either contact your chapter president, or send aih tenmae: devinefive@comcasnhet,

and we will be more than happy to email you an application which you can then forward to your musician.

News fromthe Maryland and Virginia Chapters

(Maria Yang, ActingVaryland ChapteiPresident)
(BarbaraYork, Virginia Chapter President)

Marufuji Japanese Market outing

(from Linda Devine)

It all started when Amy Lee emailed me with her nice compliments ojutieenewsletter and expressed
her thanks for the hard work it entaileés she frequently does, and for which | am grateful. Iin turn
thanked her again for being a steadfast Virginia Chapter photograpdespecifically for her wonderful
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pha os of the chapter 6s MaApril fl happenedtarpeatiorettaewhdi dwak et o U
inputting her pictures into the issue, | wished that | had been there with her, Barbara York, and Maria Yang. |
added that s omet iemstere mybeff @and ¢heck ieouttwheregmon Amy immddiately

emai l ed me back and told me to select a dat e, and
others to join us, and subsequently after efforts by her, Barbara, and Maria, anotifeji ldlating was born!

J

(Photo taken by Linda Devine)

I n Mariads email i nvitat(excemptst o OCAW member s, she

fWe are delighted to invite you to a cultural field tripMarufuji Japanese Market, anew,charming local
store that offers a wide array of Japanese groceries, snacks, seasonal items, and household goods.

Our goal is simply to enjoy a ligitearted and enriching experience as we explore the flavors, customs, and
aesthetic sensibilites of Jap&# s e cul ture, right here in Tysonds Cc

This outing is an opportunity toapproach another culture with curiosity, understanding, and open
hearts. We believe that building bridges through shared experiences can deepen our appreciation of
diversecultures and strengthen community bonds We | | sai d, Mar i a!

Thus, on Thursday, June 19, 2025, a group of OcM/and OCAWVA members met at 11 a.m. at the
new, impressivdapanese market in Vienna, Virginia
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(Photos taken by Linda Devine)
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Maria had the foresight to realize that with a desirgd group as ours was, we might be able to arrange for

a tour of the store. Store manager Mai Carriker wasgarya c i o u s a n ¢ requbst, makiaggNodla r i a
one of her staff members, aladile as our tour guide. In an organized, systematic fashion, Noah led us aisle

by aisle and sectipby section through the stoexplaining the various items that it had to offer, some of

which were especially interesting.

Tour guide Noah

(Phototaken by Maria Yang)

We appreciated his commentary. For instance, | did not realize that there is white miso and red miso. Noah
explained that the white variety is mild and is the kind used in miso soup, but that the red is slightly bitter, and
can bea valuable ingredient in many dishes. He told us that he preferred the red, himself. |1 am not a cook, so
I could not appreciate all of the details of the various foodstuffs which he talked about, but the chefs among us
did. And those chefs askethny qestions abouthe different items.

After leading us through the large quantities of food products, Noah showed us the wide varietfootinon
itemsthat the store had for sale. *Setany i tems throughout!! Definitely
invited us to plase ask him or any staff memladrout any of the items in the store for which we had

guestions, when we looked further.
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(Photo taken by LindBevine)

Once outtour was complete, we adjourned to the food court, where we pulled tables together and ordered
entrees from the wide selection. My shrimp curry was delicious, and Amy nicely offered me a taste of her
chicken curry, maybe for my next visit there? Wehalll a wonderful time enjoying our dishes and catching
up with one another.

Amyds delicious chicken curry!

(Photo taken by Amy Lee)
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During our tour, Maria had been filling up a shopping cart itk of items, which | assumed was for future
meals she had planned to pregareher and Bill However, at the end of our lunch, she spread out all of the
packages on the table and insisted that we select an item/items to takie Wbitle served as néc
6souvenirsd of our outing. Thank you, Mar i a!

All'in all, it was a most enjoyable gatheringth participants saying that they had a lot of.fun

Wanda Chin, OCAWVA Life time member Camilla Ng, former OCAWMD President;
Maria Yang, National President and Acting OCAWD President; Amy LeeQCAW-VA L ifetime member
and events hosiflai Carriker, Marufuji Store Managekjnda Devine, NationaCommunications VP
andOCAW-MD L ifetime member; Steve Cing, husband of Christina Gingg
Alice Yee Way, OCAWVA Vice Presdent; Jean Lorentzen, OCAWA L ifetime member;
Noreen Hom, former OCAWA Secretary; and Christina Chang, Immediate Past National President
with her granddaughter Jordana

(Photo courtesy of Amy Lee)



-13-

OCAW Maryland Appreciation Luncheon for Lifetime Members

(from Maria Yang National President and Acting OCAMD President)

We were delighted to host a special Appreciation Luncheon in honor of the lifelong dedication and support of
our lifetime members olNlonday, July 21, 2025tHong Kong Pearl Seafood RestauranGaithersburg,
Maryland (formerly known as New Fortune Restaurant).

This gathering celebratadne lifetime members from the Maryland Chapter, along withtwo members
andaspouse from the Viigia Chapter Over delicious Dim Sum, we enjoyed the warmth of friendship, the
spirit of community, and the joy of a m@immer reunion.
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(Photos taken by Maria Yang)
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(Photos taken by Maria Yang)

For thosevho had not yet received a copyRémemberinghanghai: A Memoir of Socialites, Schsland
Scoundrelswritten by OCAW HawaiChaptermember Claire Chao and her mother, complimentary books
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were given to these members. OCAW Maryland once afjairks Claire for her generosity in gifting these
books to OCAW chapters!

The mission of OCAW is to advocate for the needs and concerns of Chinese and other Asian Pacific
American women by working to improve their educational, economic, social, and political opportufviges.

also honor their excellence, leadership, and cauttabs to the quality of life in our communitieQCAW is

a nonpartisan organization, and membership is openitonnd dual s who svalaes.e t hi s mi

Currently, OCAW Maryland is seeking a new chapter presidentAs acting president, | encourage any
member interested in stepping into a leadership role to reaclO@AW National stands ready to offer
support and guidance as we plan for the future leadership of our Maryland Chapter.

(front row) Suzy Hung, Christina Poy, Maria Yang, Kitty Hsu Dana, Noreen Hom, and Betty Toy
(back row) Rose Li, Dorothy Hsiao, Alice Yee Way, Nancy Toy, and Linda Devine

(Photo courtesy of Maria Yang)
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Edi t or &varyldhd meenbers thank Maria for arranging this wonderful lunché&oherarticle, of

course she would be too modest to say this, but Maria, with her usual extreme generosity, surprised everyone
by picking up the tab for the luncheon. Upon learnindnif, imany tried to reimburse her for their share of

the cost, bushegraciously refused. And this is certainly not the first time that OCAW members have

benefited from her generosity!

We wh o r e c ehosptality thisltime want@dto acknowledgertspecial treat for the day. All of us
there had a really nice time getting together with our fellow sisters, so thank you very much, Maria!

Upcoming event

(from Barbara York OCAWVA President

Mid -Autumn Festival Potluck Dinner

The Vi r gi nanrmal tuekginnerrfod the Midlutumn Festival is schedulddr Sunday, October

5, 2025, It wi ||l be held in the Penthouse Party
More information will be forthcoming.

It should be a real treat because the full Autumn moon will brighten our skies the following evening. Please

mark your calendars!

News from the New OrleansChapter

(Yong Yi, President)

Spring Luncheon and Heritage Sharing Event

(from Lily Wu, Vice President, and/eihong Tul.ifetimemember)

The OCAW New Orleans Chapter held its Spring Luncheon and general meeting on Saturday, May 3, 2025,
at Sushi Masa in Metairie, Louisian@he event was attended by twenty members, family, and friends, and
featured updates on chapter activities, announcements of upcoming cultural events, and community
engagement opportunities.

In recognition of AsiarPacific American Heritage Month, membstgared meaningful personal sésrand
historical reflections.Pat Ellzey OCAW New Orleans Chapter Immediate Past Presidetitered a moving
presentation othe legacy of Shaimei Temple the founder and first president of the OCAW New Orleans
Chaper. A trailblazer as one of the earliest female nuclear engineers in the region, Ms. Temple was also a
passionate community leader and cultural preservatiodist.invaluable contributions included documenting
Chinese American history in New Orleangjiseovering the historic Chinese tombs in St. Louis Cemetery
No. 1, and preserving the histories of the local Presbyterian Church and @damgszge media.

Patalso highlighted hervan f asmmultiggn@rational commitment to education and mission work
includingthat of her sisten-law, Mayling Hew, a longtime active member of OCAW.

The luncheon concluded with warm fellowship, door prizes, and excitement for upcoming chapter events,
including a fall French Quarter tour and the annual Christmas. party
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OCAW New Orleans Chapter Participates inthe 75th Annual Korean War Commemoration
Ceremony

(from Sophie Lin Lifetime membér

OnSundayJune 22, 2025, members of BEAW New Orleans Chapter took part in the 75th Annual

Korean War Commemoration Ceremdmid in Gretna, Louisianarhe event, held under the thefnél h e

Korean American Association of Greater New Orleans Iawiteterans, Family, and Friendsyas hosted by

the Korean American Association of Greater New Orleans to honor Korean War veterans and to celebrate the
enduring friendship between the United States and South Korea.

S oD

INVITATION

The Korean American Association of Greater New Orleans
invites veterans, family, and friends
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JUNE 22,2025 5-8pm

LOCATION

JOHN MCDONOGH V.EW. POST 3121
475 MONROE ST. GRETNA, LA, 70053

Dinner will be served after the ceremony

OCAW members collaborated with the Korean Performing Arts Troupe from Houston, Texas, to assist in a
cultural program that showcased traditional Korean clothing and cusiidme#. participation promoted

crosscultural understanding and appreciation,andghh | i ght ed t he chapter ds ¢ oml
meaningful community events.

The ceremony began with a prelude by the Marine Reserve Bamdan War veteran Mr. James Salvant led
the U.S. National Anthem, while students from the Korean Language Sarmgpthe Korean National

Anthem. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by veteran Mr. Mert Lassere, and the invocation was offered by
Dr. Howard Woo, elder of the Williams Boulevard Baptist Church.
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Welcoming remarks were delivered by Mr. higuCho, Pesident of the KoreaAmerican Association of

Greater New OrleansThe keynote address was given by President Myong H. Chong of the Federation of
Korean American Associations, who emphasized the importance of remembering the sacrifices of the past and
building future cultural tiesThe event was emceed by Ms. Sula Kim, news anchor at WDEU

Following the formal program, guests enjoyed a dinner buffet generously sponsored by the event chair, Ms.
Sun Kim. Ms. Kim is an active member of the Asian PacKimerican Society (APAS), an umbrella
organization that the OCAW New Orleans Chapter is proudly affiliated wiér.contribution added a warm

and communal touch to the evening, fostering fellowship among all attendees.

The OCAW New Orleans Chapter wasnored to be part of this meaningfalcasion Their involvement
reflected OCAWOs missi on t xchahge,satdeommanitywsuppgort.e ngage me

The evening was marked by deep respect, unity, and shared appreciation for the sacvdtezarsf and the
beauty of cultural traditions.

Modeling Korean ancient court clothes frotine Korean Consulate in Houston

(back row) Sophie Lin, Jenny Yao, Lily Wu, Qing Liu, Ruiyi Jiang, Yong aihdWenyi Shan
(infront) Chl oe Li aughtéenyi 6s d
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FeivangDance Team Joins Jefferson Senior Dance Gala

(from Yong Y,iPresident and Dance Team Caplain

On Thursday, August 7, 2025, the Jefferson Community Senior Service Center hosted a joyful Senior Dance
Gala at the Alario Centén Westwego, LouisianaJefferson Parish President Cynthia Lee Sheng joined the
celebration, sharing in the dancing and fun with everyone.

Themed fAA Tribute to the Unforgettable 650s, 0660s
teams. Fends from across the community came together to dance, mingle, and enjoy an afternoon filled with
laughter, music, and good cheer.

The Feiyang Dance Team proudly represented the Chinese community with their perfofimérmce; Bl o o m
Like Peach Blossoms Ma r ¢ @hom@ographed and coached by Fang Lin, the group included three OCAW
members:Yong Yi, Wenyi Shan, and Weihong Tu, and three other dancers: Qing Liu, Jianli Yao, and

Wenju Wu. Their elegant and spirited performance not only won warm applawsdedadded a special

cultural touch to the celebration.




JianliYao, WeihongTu (OCAWmember)YongYi (OCAWmember)QingLiu,
Wenyi Shan(OCAWmember)andWenjuWu
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Memorable Gathering to Celebrate Community and theArts

(from Sophie Lin Lifetime membér

On Saturday, August 9, 2025, the OCAW New Orleans Chapter brought members and guests together for a
joyful summer gathering at Bamboo House, a beloved Chinese restaurant in Metairie, Louisiana. The event
was filled with lively conversations, laughter, and, of course, delicious Chinese food that everyone thoroughly

enjoyed.

Beef chow fun

Blacken short rib po
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This special o c c ajgyinggoodoadsandicompanyyveas alsa dcelebtatioe of
achievement and community suppo@CAW proudly recognized its two affiliated performance groups, the
Feiyang Dance Team and the New Orleans Skylark Troupe, both of which recently received $500 grants.
These grants were awarded through Opera International, a signature program of OCA&l foudre®4 by
Muriel (Mimi) Hom, whose love of music and lifelong dedication to the arts continue to inspire.

New OrleansSkylark Troupe members

Nicole Landry, WeniShan,Lily Wu (OCAW New Orleans Vice Presidenfinghong Xiong,
Jinxiu Lin, PatEllzey (OCAW New OrleansimmediatePast President),ily Yang,
Ruiyi Jiang and Qing Liu



Feiyang anceTeam members

Wenyi Shan, Weihong Tu, Jianli YaPat Ellzey (OCAW Mw Orleans
ImmediatePag President)Yong Yi (OCAW New OrleansPresident)and Qing Liu

The afternoon was a wonderful reminder of the strength and vibrancy of the OCAW community in New
Orleans.With full hearts (and full stomachs), everyone left the restaurant feeling more connected,
encouraged, and ready for witias ahead.

Note from Pat Ellzey, Inmediate Past President:
I much enjoyegbresening the Opera Internationgrants to the members of the Dance Team and Skylark
Troupe. Theyplan to use the monies primarily to pay floerentfor their practicacility. The members

weremost happy since théyave beempoolng their personal monies to cover the cost

Editords Noeteice to |l earn that Mi mi Homoésthayoal of
they can benefit productive and deseg organizations to carry out their worthy missions.

Upcoming Event

(from Yong Yi)

The Feiyangdance Team and the New Orleans Skylark Performance Troupe will perform at the dinner of the
National Presbyterian Assembly on Tuesday, September 23, 2025. We look forward with great anticipation
to this meaningful opportunity for cultural exchange.
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News from the Silicon ValleyChapter

(Yufan Lu, President)

Spring Hike

(from Alice Chiou, Historian)

A group of 14 OCAWSVC members had a blast at the Spring Saratoga downtown and Villa Montalvo
walking and hiking event on a beautiful Sund&ril 6, 2025 The adventure kicked off in downtown
Saratoga, and we journeyed to Villa Montalfter a quick break in the serene Montalvo garden area, we
tackled the hike all the way up to the lookout point for some incredible views.




-25







-27-

We then took a different route back to downtown Saratoga, where we all celebrated a succedssfulti&
withadel i ci ous | unsGoermetChireese RestawwantHw@anaglayilled with fun and
friendship!




From and About Our Members

About Rose Li, OCAW Maryland Lifetime Member

(from Linda Devine)

The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) named Rose M. Li, PhD, MBARZ0k4 Small Business
Person of the Year for Maryland A024uNational Small Business Week award winners exemplify
excellence, innovation, and commitment, and the SBA is proud to showcase their incredible achievements and

i mpact on their communities and our e c 0 mehmgward s ai
announcement.

Longtime Maryland resident Dr. Li founded Rose Li & Associates (RLA) in 2003 as a small business
designed to amplify the impact of organizations with a big public health footprint. In the 20 years since, RLA
has become partner to healthand researcfocused institutions such as the U.S. Department of Health and



