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(from Linda Devine, Editor) 
 

This is our final e-newsletter of 2023.  As always, my thanks to those who contributed material for this issue.  

I also am grateful to my husband Ed for his work on preparing the large number of photos. 

 

I continue to encourage OCAW members to write articles or submit information if there is something you 

think would be of interest to the membership. 

 

And please feel free to send me any suggestions that you might have for the e-newsletter at:  

devinefive@comcast.net 

 

As we close the year, I would like to wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving, and for whatever winter holidays 

you celebrate, may you enjoy them to the fullest!  See you next year!  J 
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News from the Virginia Chapter 

 

(Barbara York, President) 

 

2023 Washington DC Chinese Culture Festival 

 

(from Maria Yang, National President) 

 

The OCAW Virginia Chapter and I were invited by Karina Hou, President of the OCAW Maryland 

 

mailto:devinefive@comcast.net
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Chapter, to attend the Washington DC Chinese Culture Festival.  It was held in downtown DC on Saturday, 

September 2, 2023. 

 

 

Karina was the coordinator of the program and worked hard to make it run smoothly under the high heat of 

the day.  The atmosphere was festive, and the event was well-attended. 

 

 

Below are some pictures of the Festival, including some I took during the opening ceremony. 

 

 

 

 
 

Karina Hou, OCAW Maryland Chapter President and coordinator of the program, and 

Maria Yang, OCAW National President 
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(Photos courtesy of Maria Yang) 

 

 

 

(from Noreen Hom, former Secretary) 

 

On Saturday, September 2, 2023, a last-minute decision to attend the Chinese Culture Festival in DC turned 

out to be a wise one, because it was a fun event.  The weather was perfect, and we were surrounded by 

national monuments and museums. 

 

There were tables of beautiful cultural merchandise, including clothing as well as panda bear stuffed animals 

and headbands.  Local merchants displayed their wares, and there were activity booths for children to make 

Chinese lanterns and play games. 

 

I saw Maria Yang, OCAWôs National President, while I was in line to order fried fish and pork at one of the 

numerous food trucks and stands. 
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She mentioned that Christina Poy, the Administrative Director of the Maryland Governorôs Office of 

Community Initiatives, and also an OCAW Maryland Chapter member and advisor, had given a speech 

earlier. 

 

While we walked through the streets filled with colorful tables and booths, we saw Karina Hou, OCAW 

Maryland Chapter President and coordinator of the program, and Christina Chang, OCAWôs Immediate Past 

National President. 

 

There were two stages of music and cultural dance performances with gorgeous costumes from different 

Asian countries.  There was even a Peking opera. 

 

The event highlighted diversity which included dancers from Africa and South America. 

 

The photos which I took below highlight the wonderful entertainment that we all enjoyed. 
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(Photos taken by Noreen Hom) 

 

 

Donations to the Maui Strong Fund 

 

(from Barbara York, President, and Cathy Roberts, Treasurer) 

 

As a result of the wildfires that devastated parts of Maui, Hawaii, in August 2023, OCAW members have 

risen to the challenge and have raised funds for the islandôs rebuilding efforts. 

 

Cathy Roberts, National Vice President for Programs and Virginia Chapter Treasurer, hosted a fundraising tea 

at her lovely home in Oakton, VA, on Saturday, September 9, 2023.  It was very successful, and Cathy 

announced that it raised $2,150 for the Maui Strong Fund coordinated by the Hawaii Community Foundation. 

 

Cathy sent the contributions to the OCAW Hawaii Chapter to forward to the relief fund, and OCAW Hawaii 

Chapter President Edwina Lee thanked chapter members for their kindness and support. 

 

Barbara wishes to thank those who contributed so generously to the fund, and to give special thanks to Cathy 

whose focus and faith in the project were instrumental in raising the donations. 

 
 
Mid -Autumn Potluck Party 

 

(from Barbara York) 

 

 

The Virginia Chapter Mid-Autumn Potluck Party was a great success.  It was held on Sunday, October 1, 

2023, and 22 members, family members, and friends gathered in the lovely penthouse party room on the 23rd 

floor of Amy Leeôs condo building in Alexandria, VA. 

 

 

All enjoyed its spectacular view of the Potomac River and an unobscured view of the rising full moon. 
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The food contributions were delicious and plentiful. 
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Another special treat was that Maria Yang brought two friends who demonstrated how to play classic Chinese 

mahjong. 

 

 

 
 

 

The party was so successful that we asked Amy to book the room for a Chinese New Year celebration which 

is set for lunchtime on February 17, 2024. 

 

 

 

(from Amy Lee) 

 

After not seeing the August moon on the 15th or 16th of the lunar calendar, two dozen OCAW members were 

richly rewarded with a bright orange globe on the 17th when we got together to celebrate the Mid-Autumn 

Festival.  Perhaps it was because we had a tableful of delicious food, that the moon came out.  With full 

tummies, we were all awestruck by its magnificence.  We even had a mahjong lesson/game going on.  Great 

fun was enjoyed by all. 
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(front row)  Chi-Hua Yang, Cathy Roberts, Amyôs friend Shu Shi, Wendy Cai, Jessica Shen, 

Barbara York, and Amy Lee with Soleil 

(back row)  Suzy Park and her mahjong playing friend, Wanda Eshleman, Noreen Hom, 

Pu-Chin Waide, and Christina Chang 

 

 

 

 
 

Pu-Chin Waide and Jane Pan 

 

(Photos taken by Maria Yang) 
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Old Dominion Annual Chrysanthemum Show 

 

(from Barbara York) 

 

It would not be fall in Virginia without this truly awesome showing of specimen quality chrysanthemums by 

the members of the Old Dominion Chrysanthemum Society.  The organization is chaired by our own Camilla 

Ng, former OCAW Maryland Chapter President.  The Society held its annual show on Saturday and Sunday, 

October 28 and 29, 2023, at the James Lee Community Center in Falls Church, VA. 

 

The flowers were breathtaking, and thanks to the photography skills of Amy Lee, here are 6 arrangements for 

you to admire.  The winners of the show will be posted on the organizationôs website:  https://odcsmums.club 

 

 

 
 

                
 

https://odcsmums.club/
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(Photos taken by Amy Lee) 
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Upcoming Event 

 

(from Barbara York) 

 

Chinese New Year Celebration 

Saturday, February 17, 2024 

11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

23rd Floor Penthouse Party Room 

400 Madison Street 

Alexandria, VA 

 

Mark your calendars!  J 

 

 

News from the New Orleans Chapter 
 

(from Patricia Ellzey, President) 

 

APAS Annual Picnic 

 

The New Orleans Chapter participated in the local Asian Pacific American Societyôs free annual picnic where 

various Asian Ethnics provided a native cultural dish and the general public was invited to try these different 

Asian dishes.  The event was held at the Chinese Presbyterian Church in Kenner, LA on Saturday, October 

21, 2023. 

 

Shown in the photos along with some of the dishes that were served is OCAW New Orleans Chapter 

Secretary Nellie Underwood, who cooked her motherôs famous and delicious black bean pork ribs.  Nellie 

served it at the event.  There was a huge crowd who attended and who didnôt leave a morsel of food 

left.  Needless to say, everyone enjoyed the food and had a fun time! 
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Nellie Underwood, OCAW New Orleans Chapter Secretary 
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Upcoming Events 

 

 

November 

 

The New Orleans Chapter is planning a meeting where some of the new members will present a program on 

the history and development of the traditional Chinese dress known as the Qipao or Changsam, along with 

models.   We look forward to this interesting and fun meeting. 

 

 

December 

 

We are also planning to have our annual traditional Christmas dinner party where we invite our husbands and 

dates to have an enjoyable time.  Our significant others can meet and socialize with other membersô 

significant others.  We can bring a gift and play ñDirty Santa,ò where one can choose a gift but may have it 

ñstolen,ò or ñstealò a gift, or possibly recover their original gift if the person is lucky.   This is a fun time for 

everyone. 

 

 

Happy Holidays to all! 
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News from the Silicon Valley Chapter 
 

(Jen Tsao, President) 

 

 

Maui Relief Fundraiser 

 

 

(from Anne Hu, Membership/Communications) 

 

 

The OCAW-SVC Chapter organized a Maui Strong Fund drive in September 2023, urging members to lend a 

hand to the Maui community who suffered wildfires that brought down many homes and lives.  Donation 

checks were mailed to President Jen Tsao for collection before sending them to Hawaii Chapter President 

Edwina Lee. 

 

 

Thanks to membersô generous support, we raised a total of $2450.  Edwina confirmed receipt of our donations 

and has forwarded them to the Hawaii Community Foundation, coordinator of the Maui Strong Fund, along 

with contributions from other chapters.  Edwina was appreciative and expressed her gratitude to SVC and the 

other donors. 

 

 

This united effort epitomizes the spirit of camaraderie and compassion within our organization.  Itôs 

heartwarming to see members come together in times of crisis, making a tangible difference in the lives of 

those affected.  The combined contributions not only provide financial relief, but also convey a strong 

message of solidarity and hope to the Maui community.  We are truly stronger together. 

 

 

 

The Changes in Chinese Literary Genres Presentation 

 

 

(from Jen Tsao) 

 

 

On Sunday, October 1, 2023, the OCAW Silicon Valley Chapter held an online talk, The Changes in Chinese 

Literary Genres Through the Ages, by Mr. Kung Shih.  The presentation was in Mandarin, and was two hours 

in length.  About 34 attendees joined the Zoom meeting, and the talk was well received. 

 

 

About the speaker, Kung Shih: 

 

 

Born in Taiwan.  After graduating from National Taiwan University, he came to study in the United States.  

He has been engaged in the high-tech industry in Silicon Valley, CA, for more than 30 years, and has served 

as an engineer and a senior executive.  Since retirement, he has devoted himself to public welfare 

undertakings and has served as the Executive Director of The Dynamic Foundation in Silicon Valley.  Mr. 

Shih is fond of reading, painting, calligraphy, and writing, and often shares his experiences with friends in the 

community. 
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(Screenshots taken by Jen Tsao) 
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Walk to End Alzheimerôs 

 

(from Carol Yuan, Secretary) 

 

This is the 9th year that the Silicon Valley Chapter has participated in the ñSilicon Valley Walk to End 

Alzheimerôsò to raise awareness and funds to fight Alzheimerôs disease.  The event is organized by the 

Alzheimerôs Association.  The Association is the leading voluntary health organization in Alzheimerôs care, 

support, and research.  Its mission is to eliminate Alzheimerôs disease through the advancement of research; 

to provide and enhance care and support for all affected; and to reduce the risk of dementia through the 

promotion of brain health. 

 

More than 6 million Americans are living with Alzheimerôs.  By 2050, this number is projected to rise to 

nearly 13 million.  1 in 3 seniors die of Alzheimerôs or another form of dementia.  It kills more than breast 

cancer and prostate cancer combined.  7 in 10 Americans would want to know early if they have Alzheimerôs 

disease if it could allow for earlier treatment.  Between 2020 and 2030, 1.2 million additional care workers 

will be added to care for the growing population of people living with dementias ï the largest worker gap in 

the U.S. 

 

Iôve been very happy to be the team captain for the 9th year.  Our team name is OCAW-SVC Friends and 

Families.  We have fourteen team members and donors this year.  As a team, weôve raised $2,285, which is 

114% over our goal of $2,000, so far.  Fundraising will continue until the end of this year.  We welcome any 

donations to support the fight to end the disease.  Our team link is:  

http://act.alz.org/goto/ocawsvcfriendsandfamilies 

 

This yearôs Walk was on Saturday, October 14 at Lake Cunningham Park in San Jose.  Our president Jen 

Tsao could not join us this year due to a family event.  But at 8 a.m., Jen came to send off those who met at 

Cynthia Changôs home for carpooling. 

 

 

 
 

Cynthia Chang, Yura Shieu, Amy Yang, and Jen Tsao 

 

 

Team members Ai-Chu Wang and her husband Pong Wang, Cynthia Chang, Sophia Yang and her friend 

Debbie Lu, Yura Shieu, Amy Yang, and I joined the Walk ceremony at 9:15 a.m. 

 

http://act.alz.org/goto/ocawsvcfriendsandfamilies
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 (front row)  Ai -Chu Wang and Carol Yuan 

(back row)  Debbie Lu, Sophia Yang, Yura Shieu, Cynthia Chang, Amy Yang, and 

Helen Liu (friend from the Stand by You Team) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An annular solar eclipse occurred on that day. 

We experienced it while enjoying the opening 

ceremony. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


