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(from Linda Devine, Editor) 

 

We wrap up 2022 with our longest e-newsletter to date, at 99 pages.  Not only did I receive excellent articles 

about chapter events that took place recently, but during this time period, OCAW celebrated its 45th 

anniversary, and a large portion of this issue is devoted to news of the celebration.  Pertaining to the latter, I 

received about 300 photos from numerous contributors.  These had to be reviewed, and duplicates sorted out.  

I also received many photos of the other events.  I wish that I could have printed more of these wonderful 

pictures, but I was not able to do so because of space limitations. 

 

I would like to give extra thanks to my husband Ed, who spent multiple hours with me, working with all of 

these photos, making adjustments and enhancements where appropriate.  And of course, as always, thank you 

very much to those who submitted material for this issue ï both writers and photographers. 

 

I continue to encourage OCAW members to write articles or submit information for the e-newsletter if there is 

something you think would be of interest to the membership.  Also please feel free to send me any 

suggestions that you might have for the e-newsletter at:  devinefive@comcast.net 

 

In the meantime, Happy Thanksgiving, happy winter holidays, Happy New Year, and see you in 2023! 
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Report on the OCAW 45th Anniversary Celebration 
 

(from Linda Devine) 

 

OCAW marked its 45th anniversary this year in style, with a wonderful five-day celebration in Washington, 

D.C. and Virginia from Friday, October 21 through Tuesday, October 25, 2022.  Thank you to National 

Executive Director Donna Byler, for proposing that we have a celebration, and for encouraging us to become 
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involved with planning and coordination.  Thank you also to Sharon Chun and the Hawaii Chapter for hosting 

Zoom planning meetings, and to the national officers and chapter presidents and members who took the time 

to participate in these meetings and offer their ideas and input. 

 

 

Friday, October 21 

 

Sightseeing in downtown Washington, D.C. 

 

Friday began bright and early with sightseeing in downtown DC.  Participating were Christina Chang 

(National President), Edwina Lee (HI Chapter President), Sharon Chun (National Webmaster and former HI 

Chapter President), Sandy Young (former HI Chapter President), Wendie Liu (HI Chapter member), Tina Au 

(former HI Chapter President), Anne Hu (Silicon Valley Chapter Immediate Past President), Lily Tan (former 

Silicon Valley Chapter President), Yuling Khorsandi (New Orleans Chapter Vice President), and Linda 

Devine (National VP for Communications and Public Relations). 

 

We hopped on board the Bus Big Toursô Hop-on, Hop-off bus, and took most of its 90-minute tour around 

downtown DC.  On the route we could see the Jefferson Memorial, Arlington National Cemetery, the 

Washington Monument, and so on.  The bus provided interesting and informative commentary through 

earphones on the numerous sights that we passed, and it was given in the language of oneôs choice ï in our 

case, Chinese and English.  It was a beautiful day, sunny and crisp, and a perfect day for riding around. 

 

Nearing the end of the busôs loop, we got off at the U.S. Capitol stop, for our tour of the Capitol. 

 

 

 



-3- 

 

 

Pictured are Yuling Khorsandi, Linda Devine, Sharon Chun, Edwina Lee, Lily Tan, Sandy Young, Christina 

Chang, Tina Au, Anne Hu, and Wendie Liu. 

 

(Photo courtesy of Yuling Khorsandi) 

 

 

 
 

The Hawaii delegation proudly posing with the impressive statue of King Kamehameha I in 

the Capitol Visitor Center.  The statue was a contribution from the State of Hawaii to 

the Capitolôs National Statuary Hall Collection. 

 

(Photo taken by Yuling Khorsandi) 

 

 

Our visit began with a short background film, and then a guided tour with our knowledgeable and exuberant 

guide, Chris.  Afterward, Sandy took the initiative to inquire about seeing the Senate Chamber, which usually 
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requires extra arrangements, and we were able to go inside it, sit in the gallery at our leisure, and ask 

questions of the staff member on duty.  In answer to a question, he told us what it was like during the January 

6th insurrection, and it was interesting to hear his perspective. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Hungry, as it was late in the 

afternoon, we enjoyed an 

informal but welcome lunch 

in a Capitol cafeteria. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Photos courtesy of 

Yuling Khorsandi) 
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(Photo courtesy of Yuling Khorsandi) 

 

 

 

Once finished with the Capitol, we got back on board our Hop-on, Hop-off bus and completed the remaining 

portion of the tour loop. 

 

 

Then we started the loop once again, attempting to take in more details of the many sights. 

 

 

We then proceeded to the stop for the Lincoln Memorial, and spent time seeing the famous landmark. 
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            The Lincoln Memorial 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    (Photo courtesy of Lily Tan) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In front of the Reflecting Pool, across from the Lincoln Memorial 

 

(Photo courtesy of Yuling Khorsandi) 
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Once done with the Memorial, it was back on board the bus to the stop for the White House, and we spent a 

few minutes looking at the White Houseôs North Façade. 

 

 

 
 

Wendie Liu, Edwina Lee, Tina Au, Yuling Khorsandi, Christina Chang, Lily Tan, 

Linda Devine, and Sharon Chun 

 

(Photo courtesy of Yuling Khorsandi) 

 

 

A full day of sightseeing completed, we rode the metro back to Virginia where we appreciated Steve Chang 

and Francis Pan who nicely gave us rides to Cathy and Dick Robertsô home in Oakton, VA, for the Friday 

night meet-and-greet reception. 

 

 

A huge thank-you to Anne Hu, who worked diligently with the assistant of her California Congresswoman, 

Anna Eshoo to make successful arrangements for our wonderful tour of the Capitol.  In addition, Anne took 

the initiative to arrange Hop-on, Hop-off bus tickets for all of our group. 

 

 

Anne was also able to arrange a second U.S. Capitol tour for that afternoon for another OCAW group, headed 

by Susan Young, former MD Chapter Secretary.  Susan and her guests were also very grateful to Anne! 
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Chuck Huang, Susan Young, Mindy Ai, Wendy Richard, and Jenkin Richard 

 

(Photo courtesy of Susan Young) 

 

 

 

Meet-and-Greet Reception at the home of Cathy and Dick Roberts 

 

 

The reception was already in progress when we arrived from downtown DC, and we were happy to join the 

other attendees for a nice buffet dinner.  Cathy had planned a wonderful array of foods, including croissants 

filled with her yummy shrimp salad.  We were appreciative that the Hawaii Chapter delegation, led by 

President Edwina Lee, had brought with them some Kalua pig to share.  Cabbage was recommended to 

accompany the pig, and Cathy prepared a large dish of it. 

 

 

New Orleans Chapter President Pat Ellzey brought some wonderful Pralines to share, as a gift from the 

chapter, so that we would have a special ótaste of New Orleansô at the reception.  Silicon Valley Chapter 

Immediate Past President Anne Hu flew in numerous bottles of California wines for guests, and Maryland 

Chapter President Karina Hou also contributed wine, along with Francis Pan, Glen Schwartz, and Jean 

Lorentzen.  Barbara York, Jane Pan, and Pu-Chin Waide brought delicious dishes to share, and Noreen Hom 

and Mimi Hom also contributed items.  There was certainly no shortage of food or drink!  J 
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(Photos taken by Dick Roberts) 
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(Photo taken by Noreen Hom) 

 

 

 
 

(Photo taken by Dick Roberts) 
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Conversation was lively as attendees reunited with old friends, and had the pleasure of meeting new ones. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

(Photos taken by Dick Roberts) 
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(Photo taken by Dick Roberts) 

 

 

After dinner was completed, Cathy presented a special 45th anniversary cake for dessert.  Chapter members 

and their spouses took turns posing with the cake.  J 

 

 

 
 

(Photo taken by Yuling Khorsandi) 
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From the Hawaii Chapter:  Sharon Chun, Sandy Young, Tina Au, Edwina Lee, and Wendie Liu 

 

(Photo taken by Dick Roberts) 

 

 

 
 

From the Silicon Valley Chapter:  Anne Hu and Lily Tan 

 

(Photo courtesy of Lily Tan) 
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            From the New Orleans 

            Chapter:  Yuling Khorsandi, 

            Pat Ellzey, and Will Ellzey 

 

 

 

   (Photo courtesy of Yuling 

   Khorsandi) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

From the Maryland Chapter:  Karina Hou, Mimi Hom, Linda Devine, and Ed Devine 

 

(Photo taken by Dick Roberts) 
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From the Virginia Chapter:  Cathy Roberts, Barbara York, Jane Pan, Maria Yang, Noreen Hom, 

Alice Way, Christina Chang, Steve Chang, and ChiHua Yang 

 

(Photo taken by Yuling Khorsandi) 

 

 

 
 

Some members of the OCAW National Board:  Karina Hou (MD Chapter President), 

 Cathy Roberts (VP for Membership), Christina Chang (President), Edwina Lee (HI Chapter President), 

Pat Ellzey (New Orleans Chapter President), Linda Devine (VP for Communications 

and Public Relations), and Anne Hu (Silicon Valley Chapter Immediate Past President) 

(seated)  Sharon Chun (Webmaster) and Mimi Hom (VP for Programs) 

 

(Photo taken by Sandy Young) 
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About 40 people partook of the celebration, and visiting continued until late, as everyone was having an 

enjoyable time. 

 

Thank you to Virginia Chapter members Jean Lorentzen, Barbara and Dick York, and Jane and Francis Pan 

who arrived early, and along with Dick Roberts gave considerable assistance to Cathy to prepare the food for 

the event.  Thanks also to those who contributed food and drink. 

 

And of course, an enormous thank-you to Cathy and Dick for hosting the reception in their lovely home! 

 

 

Saturday, October 22 

 

Tour of the Chinese American Museum DC 

 

From the very beginning of the planning for our celebration, the Chinese American Museum DC (CAMDC) 

had been a priority sight for OCAW members intending to come to Washington.  Early Saturday morning, 

amidst more beautiful, sunny weather, participants converged on the museum in downtown DC. 

 

 

 
 

(Photo taken by Anne Hu) 

 

 

Maryland Chapter President Karina Hou, an Advisor to the museum, introduced CAMDC Vice President 

Jenny Liu and Senior Advisor David Yao to the group, and on behalf of OCAW thanked them for offering a 

special guided tour for us. 
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David then proceeded to inform the audience of the detailed history of the museum and how it came into 

being only a few years ago.  He described numerous exhibitions and programs that the museum had planned 

and hosted, and also their ideas for future exhibits and events.  Christina Poy, OCAW Maryland Past 

President, added comments about her personal involvement with the museum from early on, and through this 

history indicated OCAWôs ties to the museum from the beginning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    CAMDC Senior Advisor 

    David Yao 

 

 

 

 

    (Photo taken by Yuling 

    Khorsandi) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David then suggested that we start with the fourth floor and work our way down.  He gave really interesting, 

detailed commentary about many of the objects on display, describing their background and significance, and 

their place in Chinese history.  We truly appreciated the two-hour visit. 

 

 

 
 

(Photo taken by Linda Devine) 
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(Photo courtesy of Maria Yang) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karina Hou, Christina Poy, CAMDC 

Vice President Jenny Liu, and 

Christina Chang 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Photo taken by Yuling Khorsandi) 
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(standing)  David Yao, Karina Hou, Wendie Liu, Sandy Young, Anne Hu, Christina Poy, Jenny Liu, 

Linda Devine, Christina Chang, Mindy Ai, Chuck Huang, Yuling Khorsandi, and Susan Young 

(kneeling)  Edwina Lee, Tina Au, Lily Tan, Sharon Chun, and Maria Yang 

 

(Photo courtesy of Yuling Khorsandi) 

 

 

 

Visits to Smithsonian Museums 

 

After our CAMDC visit, some of us headed to the Smithsonian museums on the National Mall.  There are so 

many museums under the umbrella of the Smithsonian Institution that it would take weeks to visit them and 

give them the respect that they deserve.  However, we had only one day! 

 

The consensus was first to visit the National Museum of Natural History .  Those who went were the 

Hawaii delegation (Edwina, Sharon, Sandy, Wendie, and Tina), the Silicon Valley twosome (Anne and Lily), 

Yuling from the New Orleans Chapter, Christina from the Virginia Chapter, and Linda and Christina Poy 

from the Maryland Chapter.  Since there were so many exhibits to see, we went either as individuals or in 

small groups to our particular areas of interest. 

 

All, though, wanted to see the famous Hope Diamond first.  After that, we scattered to other parts of the huge 

building.  Areas visited included the always popular Gems and Minerals Collection, the relatively new Ocean 

Hall, and the most recently renovated Deep Time Hall, formerly the popular Dinosaur Hall.  The newest 
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techniques in museum curating (including interactive exhibits) are on full display in the fabulous, new Deep 

Time Hall, which makes it one of the most well-visited attractions on the National Mall. 

 

In between our touring of this museum, we took a break for a late lunch in one of the museumôs cafes.  There 

were numerous entrees and other foods offered, and everyone found something to their liking. 

 

 

 
 

In front of the Natural History Museumôs well-known, iconic elephant 

 

(Photo courtesy of Yuling Khorsandi) 

 

 

Once done with Natural History, we enjoyed the nice weather and took a brief tour of the nearby National 

Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden.  On the way to Natural History, the outdoor exhibit had attracted the 

attention of some of our group, and they wanted to explore it further. 

 

Among the various modern art sculptures, we laughed and had a big debate about one piece in particular:  

Roy Lichtensteinôs ñHouse 1.ò  A couple members of our group absolutely *insisted* that depending upon 

where you viewed this óhouse,ô IT MOVED!  The rest of us tried for the life of us to see this movement, but 

no go! 
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Does the house move, or not? 

 

(Photo taken by Linda Devine) 

 

 

After exiting the sculpture garden, we walked over to the other side of the Mall and made our way to the 

National Museum of Asian Art.  This is the name for the two connected galleries that constitute it:  the Freer 

Gallery of Art, and the Arthur M. Sackler Gallery.  Again, we toured the exhibits either individually or in 

small groups, to cover as much ground as possible. 

 

With this museum, we were nearing the end of the afternoon, so we walked to the metro station for our trip 

back to Virginia.  It had been an educational and informative day, as well as a lot of fun! 

 

 

Saturday night dinner 

 

Museum-goers were joined by other chapter members for dinner at the Lotus Garden restaurant in Vienna, 

VA.  Two tables of attendees enjoyed a nice meal and conversation. 

 

(Editorôs Note:  During the COVID pandemic, Veronica Li, former Virginia Chapter Secretary and 

subsequent Acting President, spearheaded the Virginia Chapterôs COVID relief project of providing free 

meals to healthcare workers at several different Northern Virginia hospitals, as a thank-you for their tireless 

work during this stressful time.  With chapter membersô donations, the chapter bought the food from Lotus 

Garden, and the restaurant generously supplemented the meals with free egg rolls.) 
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(clockwise)  Edwina Lee, Dianna Gorin, Will Ellzey, Pat Ellzey, Noreen Hom, 

Sharon Chun, and Anne Hu 

 

 

 
 

(clockwise)  Sandy Young, Tina Au, Norman Way, Alice Way, Alice Lin, Wendie Liu, 

Lily Tan, Christina Chang, and Steve Chang  (Yuling Khorsandi not pictured) 

 

(Photos taken by Yuling Khorsandi) 
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Sunday, October 23 

 

 

OCAW Conference 

 

 

Attendees began to gather early Sunday morning at the Alexandria House in Alexandria, VA for the all-day 

occasion.  The building is the residence of Virginia Chapter member Amy Lee.  She graciously hosted us for 

the day in the penthouse on the 23rd floor. 

 

 

 
 

The view of Washington, D.C. from the penthouse 

 

(Photo taken by Noreen Hom) 

 

 

Thank you to Alice Way (VA Chapter Vice President) and Norman Way for handling registration duties. 

 

Twenty-page handouts on the history of OCAW, printed from the OCAW history book, were available for 

participants to take.  Thank you to Puanani Woo, former Hawaii Chapter President and Kohala Hawaii 

Chapter Advisor, who donated the money for the printing, and to Christina and Steve Chang who had the 

handouts printed and assembled. 
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OCAW National Board Meeting 

 

 

Board members congregated for the 4th quarterly board meeting of 2022.  It was chaired by Anne Hu.  

Among reports and other business, very detailed chapter reports were given by Hawaii President Edwina 

Lee, Silicon Valley Immediate Past President Anne Hu, New Orleans President Pat Ellzey, Virginia President 

Maria Yang, and Linda Devine who was acting for Maryland President Karina Hou. 

 

 

Edwina Lee announced that the Hawaii Chapter would be making a donation to the New Orleans 

Chapter, to be used for repairs to the Chinese Presbyterian Church which was severely damaged in 

2021 by hurricanes.  The church has been the venue for Chapter meetings and events for many years, and 

funds are still needed for renovation work.  Pat, as New Orleans President, expressed gratitude for Hawaiiôs 

generosity. 

 

 

Linda Devine, as National Communications VP, publicly commended Sharon Chun, National Webmaster, 

for the invaluable work she has done to bring the OCAW website up to date and also transform it into 

an excellent site.  The website had not been up to standards for a long time, and efforts by volunteers such as 

Cathy Roberts and others had been stymied by technical issues.  Sharon, though, was able to learn about 

website development.  Updated articles and new segments that Linda wrote for the site were quickly inputted 

by Sharon, as well as her own writings.  The resulting product is now something to be very proud of. 

 

 

As hard-working President Christina Chang is retiring after many years of service to OCAW, elections were 

planned for a new President.  Cathy Roberts, in charge of nominations, reported that there were two 

candidates proposed ï Linda Devine and Maria Yang.  Linda was very touched and honored by the 

nomination.  However, she felt that she could best serve OCAW by continuing as VP for Communications 

and Editor of the E-Newsletter, so she declined.  Maria informed the board that with her demanding teaching 

schedule, she would be unable to serve as President as conscientiously as she would want to. 

 

 

Thus, as of this writing, the position is currently open, and efforts will be made to find other candidates to fill 

it.  It was stressed that the next President does not have to reside in the DC area, as has been the case in the 

past.  With internet and other modern communications easily available, the next President can live anywhere.  

If you feel that there is an OCAW member who would make a good President, please convey your thoughts to 

the national board. 

 

 

Upon the occasion of Christina Changôs retirement, Linda Devine, on behalf of the entire OCAW 

membership, presented an appreciation plaque to Christina, noting her 12 long years of invaluable 

service as National President. 

 

 

Christina and Linda are pictured below. 
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(Photo taken by Yuling Khorsandi) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

`             (Photo taken by Ed Devine) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


