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(from Linda Devine, Editor)

As always, would like to thankeveryonewho cortributed materialfor this e-newsletter.l also wish to
commend authors for some thoughtfully written artigiesticularly for this issue

Additionally, 1 appreciate my husband Bds  w opregamgati of thephotos which were many. | received
well over a hundred pictures, ahdm grateful for the large number, but | regret that | was not able to include
them all. As is evident, the issue was going to be quite lengthy dsigpe the submitters undensth

| continue tcencourage OCAW members to write articles or submformationif there is something you
think would be of interest to the membership

Please alsteel free to send me asyggestionshat yal might have fothe enewsletter at:
devinefive@comcast.net

Whether you are traveling or just relaxing at home, have a wonderful summer, and see you in the fall!
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Opera I nternational 6s Charitabl e C

(from Linda Devine)

This spring,Opera International continued disbursing its remaining funds to charities and worthy nonprofit
organizations.As mentioned previously, we reached out to kemgn significant donors to learn if they had
any special preferences to charities that they favoresdawe honored their regats. In this vein, me such
benefactocitedan organization thahefound worthy the Chinese Community Church of Washington

D.C.

4 . b CHINESE
M. COMMUNI+Y

NPP CHURCH

OF WASHINGTON DC

The CCC washe church home dDpera International Founder/Director Muriel Héon many years, and
Mimi, herhusband Ernest, and their children were very aativdhurch activities. The CCC was founded in
1935, and for the past 90 yed#rhas faithfully served residents of the Wagjtom Metropolitan area with
services in both Chinesand English, as well as providigre andellowship for all who seek it.

Although Mimi was not active with the church in her later years, church members, including thoughtful

young people, periodicglivisited her at her senior home until her passing last year. Some OCAW Maryland
and Virginia members might have met CCC members a
was very active in music at the church, so a contributiomdwantlybeer made to the CCC with a request

that the funds be put toward its music program.

Opera International aims to benefit organizations in the communities of the five OCAW chaptdes/, a
contribution was made to theternational Young Artist Piano Competition, an organization that
encourages young pianists to exceklhibitingtheir alentin annual competitionsTheseaim to foster
cultural exchange between the East and West, and to promote the music of Chinese coMpuoistais.that
this was a very worthy organization. Shasinvolved with it for many year#cluding being a longtime
board memberand consistentlynade donations it over the years

INTERNATIONAL YOUNG ARTIST PIANO COMPETITION (IYAPC)
Promoting Music from the East and the West

Asthewordii nt er nat i,0vARCledcousageg ppeicpation fromaller,and ast 2QR8 ar 6 s
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seasorincluded a young artistom China. It also drew contestants from the Eastern Seaboard, such as
Massachusetts, New York, Neersey, and North Carolina. Howeves,the organizatiors headquartered in
Maryland, he participants wengredominantly fom Maryland and Virginia.

We received the followinthank-y ou | etter from | YAPCO6s Executive Di

20
YOLI
)

o))

| am writing to express our sincere gratitude for this special donation to the International
Young Artist Piaim Competition 2026 from the Organization of Chinese American Women
and Opera International. We are absolutely thrilled to receive a very encouedtgngom
President Maa Yangand OCAW's generous donation. It means so much to all of us on the
IYAPC Committee to honor a longtime board member, Muriel Hohgm we so admire and
respect.

We plan to put theveard as first prize fothe CollegeYoung Professional groujage 20 32)
which will make a big difference for those youngsiuians on the edge of workingward a
budding caeer. You areall cordially invited to attenthe Sunday June 28, 2:04:00p.m.
Award Ceremony and imners concert at Ward Recital Halhe Catholic University of
Ametica, WashingtonD.C.

Thank you agin for your time, your support, and for making this competition such a great
experience.This recognition motivates us to continue working hardréorte young artists
and sharealents with the communityas Mimi had enjoyedoing for decades.

Thankyou once again foyour generosity ansupport.
Sincerely,
Li-Ly Chang

Executive Director
International Young Artist Piano Competition

In keeping with a focus on OCAW chapter communitiast year, contributionseremade tahe Feiyang
Dance Teamand theNew Orleans Skylark Performing Arts Troupe, both of which include members of
the OCAW New Orleans Chapter. Both groups were exceptional in promoting cultural awareness, as well as
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giving joy to the communities in which they servdd.addtion to performing at community and school
events, lhey brought particular happiness to seitizens at homes in the area.

For this reason, Opera International wanted to contribute funds to them for 2026n the hope that the
financial assistanceould help them carry aime wonderful work that they have been doing. Donatwasn
the process of being made to both groups.

Feiyang Dance Team

(Photo taken by Allen Wu

New Orleans Skylark Performing Arts Troupe
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Further contributions are planned in the near future to benefit the Havdsilicon Valley Chaptes
communities

In the meantime, Opera International continues to encourage applications for MuriglsterGrants.

Muriel Hom Music Grants

Grants of $50@ontinue to beawvailable, and it is hoped thaentednstrumentalists and vocalists who could
benefit from some additional funde further their studies and activities, will apply.

The grant apjtation form has been sent to each chapter presidfeamty OCAW member knows of an
individual who is serious about pursuing their music studies and might be able to use some financial
assistance, please either contact your chapter president, or sereraih to me: devinefive@comcashet,
and we will be more than happy to email you an application which you ttemn forward to your musician.

The Prism Project of Greater New Orleans
by Claire Tibbetts

(Edi tor 6s No tMusic Grat wasawairded to the Autism Society of Greater New Orleans in
March 2026. Claire Tibbetts is the Executive Director of ASGNO, and on behalf of the organstagion,
expressed their deep gratitude for the grant and said that it really meantatlem. She has written an
article detailing their work and the use of the grant.)

&= Autism Society

v Greater New Orleans

The Prism Project of Greater New Orleans (Prism) is a Program of the Autism Society of Greater New
Orleans (ASGNO)A col | aborative effort between ASGNO and
been closing a gap in Greater New Orleans by providing apesformancearts recreation services, offering
inclusive and specialized accommodated programming for youth withilities and neurotypical youth

since 2013.

Prism proudly answers a previously unmet need here in New Orleans, delivering inclusive afterschool
recreational programming in the performing arts for youth with disabilities and their neurotypical peers.
Pris mbs mi ssi on ibde, higequapty, accommoslatepeffdrnoanceads workshops to
disabled youth aged between 6 and 24 yeRrism was awarded the Muriel Hom Musica@t inMarch

2026 to support our performance at the A&BAutism Festivabn SaturdayApril 18, 2026, and the
organization and the performers deeply appreciate the generosity of @@8d@pera International



(Photo taken by Lily Wu)

We had 16 performers in attendance at the Festival they participated in a eheur group performance

with a set of multiple songsThe performers prepared for the performance through tyerison rehearsals

and time spent practicing at homehey were accompanied by a professional band from the S¢oomd

Arts Collective and syported by a number of volunteers and paid behavior, si&ffiell as or Program

Director Jeremy Love and creative assistant GuHarticipants had the opportunity to sing, play percussion
instruments, and dance with the music during the performande¢he joy and engagement from the
participants was contagious across the vedi@ny attendeest the festival stopped to enjoy teeent In
addition to providing a supported, public performance opportunity for the participants, Prism also provides
paidwork for local professional musicians who support and accompany the perfacreatsg a truly

unique and higiyuality experience for the participants and the audience as well.




(Photos provided by the Autism Society of Greater New Orleans)

Prismés work would not be possible without the su
contributed in any way to make this performance possie.look forward to resuming our full eek
programming in 2027

Claire Tibbetts
Executive Director
Autism Society of Greater New Orleans

In May 2026, aMuriel Hom Music Grantvas made to goung man from New Orleanswho is in the

Autism spectrum. Although he is challenged in readingnaitihg, he says that music is his strength. He

started playing the keyboard when he was four years old, and he has taken piano and voice lessons for many
years. His love of music inspired his family to get involved with it as well, and they play gridgather.

In his music class at schobk plays the piano while his classmates sing, and he also plays in school concerts

He was very thoughtful and grateful, and wrote us the followiagk-you letter:

Dear Muriel Hom Music Grant Committee,

Thank you for the $500This is the first grant | have ever receivédm very, very happy.
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| am going to use the money for my piano lessons, voice lessons, and musicllmaktice
hard because | hope | can play music in concerts, chyrmheghoirs one day.
Thank you for helping me with my music.

Love,

[the young student]

Opera International is very pleased to be able to support young musicians such as this recipient.

News from the Maryland Chapter

(from Patricia Fenn,President)

37th U.S. National Arboretum Garden Fair and Plant Sale

Members ofOCAW Marylandattended the 37th Annual Garden Fair and Plant Sale at&élational
Arboretum in Washington, 8. on Saturday, April 252026. Thousands from the metf.C.-Maryland
Virginia community were there to visit the5-plus local vendors anériends ofthe National Arboretum plant
sale tentand enjoy food and drinknd free family activities.




Bonsai grower Peter Chan from Gaithersbi#®, had abooth visited by OCAWMD Presidenfatricia
Fenn. Pat bought a small bonsai for a family member.
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State Proclamation Issued by Maryland Governoin Honor of AANHPI Month

(from Patricia Fenn)

Maryland Governor Wes Moore signed and sent qubalamation on May 1, 2026 in honor of AANHPI

Monthnot i ng

cabinet noting Lt. Governor Aruna Miller, Secretary of State Susan Lee, Secretary of LaboMPartia
Secretary of General Services Atif T. Chaudry, and Secretary of Health Meena Seshamani, M.D.

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

lﬁrnrlamattnn
Brom the Governon of the Flate of Nearylund

ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH
MAY 2026

Each May, Asian Pacific American Heritage Month is recognized nationally to honor the rich history, culture, and achievements of Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders, who have contributed significantly to our country’s economic, social, and cultural advancement; and

The State of Maryland is decply enriched by the diversity of its residents, and secks to further promote folerance, acceptance, and equality of
opportunities for all; and

Maryland has one of the highest concentrations of Asian Americans in the United States, with nearly seven percent of the population identifying as
Asian American, Native Hawailan, or Pacific Islander; and

The Moore-Miller Administration is proud to have built the most diverse Cabinet in State of including Asian Ameri Lieutenant
Governor Aruna Miller, the first Asian American elected o statewide office in Maryland; Susan Lee, Maryland’s first Asian American Secretary of
State; Secretary of Labor Portia Wu; Secretary of the Department of General Services Atif Chaudhry; and Secretary of Health, Dr. Meena
Seshamani; and

Asian Pacific American Heritage Month was first celebrated in May 1990 to commemorate the arrival of Japanese immigrants to the United States
in May 1843, and to honor the of Chinese Americans in building the Railroad, which was completed on May 10,
1869; and

Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders continue to make impressive and lasting contributions to every facet of society in our
state, from technology to medicine to civic life; and

During Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, the State of Maryland honors those contributions and reaffirms its commitment to building a state
that leaves no one behind.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WES MOORE, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF MARYLAND, do hereby prociaim MAY 2026 as ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN HERITAGE
MONTH in Maryland, and do commend this observation to all of our citizens.

Oof Moor eods

di It dyof My
Tioo Fhowsand and twenty-six

30 Cabinet positions, 60%

Cabinet in the state of Hawaii, which are nearly 7&8NHPI.

Given Vador oMy Hind and the Givat Sealof e Siote of HMarpland,
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Governor Moore commended the rich diversity of AA
progress and achievements.

The historical background of this affinity month is as follows. In 1978 Congress passed a joint
resolutionrequedng that President Jimmy Carter proclaim the first week of May as Asian/Pacific American
Heritage Week.In 1990 Congress passed legislation (Public Law2&R) that expanded the celebration

from a single week to the entire month of May for that yeard iirt 992 Congregsassed Public Law 102

450, which permanently designated May of each year as Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month.

May was specifically chosen because it commemorates two major historical milestones: the arrival of the
first Japanesemmigrants to the U.S. (May 7, 1843) and the completion of the transcontinental railroad,
largely built by Chinese laborers (May 10, 1869).

Finally, birthright citizenship arises from a SCOTUS decision in 1898, ruling on behalf of plaintiff Wong
Kim Ark (and the Fourteenth Amendment of 1868).

Listening Session: National Asian Pacific American Museum Commission

(from Kitty Hsu Dana, Vice President, and Christina Wong Poy, Advisor (former Chapter President))

The National Asian Pacific American Museum Commission convened a Listening Session in Washington,
D.C. on Tuesday, May 12, 2026. We had the chance to hear from notable Asian American figures from the
museum world, politics, academia, and a variety of isiemerican community, cultural, and social justice
organizations. This was one of mdhan 20 such convenings that haaken place across the U.S., with

dozens more in the upcoming months.

Established by Congress in June 2022, the National Asiaridacierican Museum (NAPAM) Commission

is charged with delivering a plan of action to lay the groundwork for Congressional authorization of a national
museum dedicated to honoring the achievements, progress, and lasting impact of Asian Pacific Americans.
The Commission is hosting regional convenings and listening sessions to gain the perspectives of
communities across the country. It will deliver a final report to the PresadeinCongress by October 2026.

Award-winning journalist, flmmaker, and authBichard Lui moderated the event. Three NAPAM

Commi ssioners provided an ov &reGhardinaoMebnithhnetedCo mmi s s
Asian American history as one of courage, sacrifice, and hope, and that our community has always shaped the
fabric of our nation.Co-Vice Chair Joanne Kwong described them@nth process since April 2025 of

listening and shaping the plan, leading to the delivery of the report this coming Oc@ainemissioner

Rodney Davis emphasizédatthe past year has laide groundwork for raising capital, building

organizational capacity, exploring potential sitasd meeting with Mmbers of CongresdVe also heard

from Krystal Kaobdai Het herington, Executive Direct



Richard Lui, KrystaK aadHetherington, Joanne Kwong, The Honorable Rodney Davis,
and Tina Wei Smith

Significant Asian American political figures provided further contéxtS. Representative Grace Meng (NY
6), Chair of the Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucusnbraduced the bill to study a NAPAMC.
It passed unanimously in both chambers in 2023%5. Representative Judy Chu (28) notedthatthe
museum will honor our past, celebrate our present inspire future generation8nd The Honorable Elaine
Chaoprovided warm remarks of vigicand realitysettingi all off therecord.



U.S. Representative Judy Chu

The Honorable Elaine Chao

Leaders from more than twimzen stakeholder organizations contributed their hopes and aspirations for the
Museum. The over whel ming desire is for it to be sited
Mall on par with other Smithsonian museunhdultiple testimonies stressed the importance of honoring the
diversity of Asian Americans and the active parttipn of groups that are smaller and whose voices are not

as often heard (e.g., Polgian and Micronesian Americansijthinthe multir aci al soci ety wed
striving to build. As well, many spoke of building an interactive living museum that integjsahat
technology can make possible in the visitorsd exp

would want to look forward to.

Listening session, audience, and Dr. Karthick Ramakrishnan providing remarks
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This will be a long processThe Museum of African American History and Culture took 16 years from
inception to completionAlso, already in process before us are the National Musetine Afnerican Latino
and the American Womenodés History Museum.

The NAPAM Commission welcomes the public to submit comments and check upcoming regional
convenings by going to their websitetips://nationalapamuseum.org
You can learn more about the Commission, the Commissidgher$jmeline and their work ahead.

(Note From her work as Administrative Director of th
ChristnaWongPowas involved with NAPAM6s outreach to Mar
well as leaders in academia, businemsd the nonprofitsShe was invited to the convening and attendéd wi
several of hecommissionersOCAWMaryland Chapter Vice Predéent Kitty Hsu Dana also joined the
conveningcourtesy of Christina.)

(Photos taken by Kitty Hsu Dana)

Upcoming events

(from Kitty Hsu Dana, Vice President)

We are delighted to offer two everttss monthfor OCAW Maryland and Virginiamembers.We hopethat
you can join us and look forward to seeing ydtiease note RSVP dates for each prograthaave can
prepare sufficient refreshments at the library and for WAtdbave a head count for lunch.

Book Talk: Judy lkels onDeath in Wartime Clna

Join us for a Book Talk and Book Signing with author Judy lkels, the daughter-24 d iBerator bomber
who perished in China during WWIIThe book explores her father William H.alV a ¢ & sadrificeatd her
journey to reconnect with his legacy.

Date/Time: Saturday, June 120267 11:00 am. to 12:30 pm.

Place: Little Falls Library, 5501 Massachusetts Avenue, Bethesda,20B16 (Meeting Room on
lower level)

Schedule:author remarks and Q&A/conversation wéthdience, followed by book signing
Access: There is abundant parking in the open parkatgr front of the library.

RSVPby June 1o Kitty Hsu Dana, Vice President, OCAMaryland, atkdana@rcn.com

WAMU Station Tour and Lunch with OCAW Members

WAMU, our public radio station for the Washington region, invites OCAW members to a station tour, live
airing of The Politics Hour with Kojo Nnamband lunch with the host and producers ofgragram.

Date/Time: Friday, June 2620261 11:45 am. to 2:00 pm.


https://nationalapamuseum.org/
mailto:kdana@rcn.com
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Place WAMU 88.51 4401 Connecticut Ave, M/., WashingtonD.C. 20008

Schedule:Arrive 11:45 am. The station tour will start promptly at 12 noon and include time in the
control room to watch a segment of the laigng of The Politics Hour with Kojo NnambMWAMU will then
host OCAW members for lunch at the statidoining us for lunch and convetism will be the star of the
show, Kojo Nnambi (and o opportunity with our groupMatt Blitz, Producer off he Politics Hourand
SeniorProducer/Guest HadKayla Hewitt.

Access: WAMU is one block from théMetro Red Line stopUDC/Van Ness.Public parking is
available at the Giant, located hatblock from WAMU. WAMU has kindly extended Handicapped parking
in their building for OCAW nembers with accessibility needs.

RSVP byJune 180 Kitty Hsu Dana, Vice President, OCAMaryland,at kdana@rcn.con{please
note if you need Handicapped parking)

* WAMU can accommodatemaximum of 20 people for the station tauRespond at your earliest
convenience to reserve a sptite will open a waiting list if demand exceeds 20 to fill potential cancellations.

News from the Virginia Chapter

(from Barbara York, President)

It was a quiet quéer for the Virginia Chapter, but activities are in the works for the near futMeeare

participating with the Maryland Chaptattheir planned book talk o8aturday,June 132026,with author

Judy lkels, the daughter of aZBl Liberator bomber who perished in China during WWilhe book Death

in Wartime ChinaAD a u g h Dissovéryexploreshe f at her Wi | | 9sacnficeHn Chida | | a c e
and her journey to reconnect with his legacy.

Virginia Chapter members wil | talasddundhetowlodal®kdi ng t
public radio stationWAMU, on Saturdayjune 26.

Chapter Officers

Noreen Hom has kindly agreed to reprise her role as Secretary of the Virginia Chapter. Cathy Roberts will
continue serving as Treasurer. Sincere thanks to both of them.

Upcoming event

Mid -Autumn Festival Potluck Dinner and Moon Viewing

Pl ease not e t haMid-Autumn evenia scheduiedfer Satundayy September 26, 2026, from
5:00 p.m. until after we view the moon. Lifetime member and perennial host Amy Lee has once again
extended her hospitality and booke&e r condoés party room for our everl


mailto:kdana@rcn.com

-16-

News from the New Orleans Chapter

(Yong Yi, Preslent)

OCAW New Orleans Participates in APAS Asian Pacific American Heritage Festival

(from Lily Wu, Vice President)

On Saturday, May 16, 2026, the OCAW New Orleans Chapter proudly participateddsiahdPacific

Amer i ¢ an Asao Pacific tAmelican Heritage Festival, celebrating the rich traditions and cultural
diversity of the Asian Pacific American communityahgh music, dance, fashion, and community outreach.
It was held in Lafreniere Park in Metairie, LA.

OCAW New Orleans
performers and volunteers




-17-

One of the highlights of the festival was the Chinese Traditional Clothing Fashion Show presented by OCAW
New Orleans.Audience members experienced the beauty and elegance of Chinese attinegsfram 400
BC to the 1900s.

The showcase featured Hapfipao, everyday clothing, ceremonial garments, court attire, and-movie
inspired costumesThrough fabrics, embroidery, hair ornaments, belts, and accessories, the program
demonstrated the artistry, craftsmanship, and cultural significance of trad@ibim&se clothing across
different dynasties and historical periods.

APAS

OF NEW ORLEANS




. 4
ASIAN PACIAN -

e

t

c\‘ &> 7
¥ o
by o .
<
-
2 : )
OF NEW ORLEANS &d e
g ‘\f b | |—‘
2 Y/ “U -.

4

. .
7; t

|
v




OF NEW ORLEA

n




~.
— —

* PACIFIC
IRICAN SOCIE

/ —, |

/ DIVRRS|

:"w ‘




The event also featured vibrant performances by the Feiyang Daaogand theNew OrleansSkylark
Performing Ars Troupe.

We sincerely appreciate the Opera Internatidoalationswhich helped support the cost of renting rehearsal
and pradte space for our performances.



-22-

The Feiyang Danc&eampresented:

0 Female Solo Dancdhe Tears of Plum Blossom
0 Classical Chinese Dandeeach Blossoms
0 Dance Performancécet 6 s Dance

’,

ASIAN PACIFI

N AMERIC@N SOCIETY
~ “UNITY THRQEB DIVERSITY" /%

Wi |3 com

Peach Blossoms

Letds Dance



The Skylark Performing AstTroupe performed:

Soprano SoloQing Yu Ari Yuanxi, Lantern Festival Nighperformed by Lily Yang
MezzoSoprandSolo: Ode to the Yangzi Rivgserformed by Wenyi Shan

Soprano SoloBeautiful Mood performed by Nicole Landry

Jiaodong Yangge Dancktoonlight Over My Hometown

Dance of the Yi Tribe

Chinese Classical Dandealling

Qipao Showink and Mist
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In addition to the performances, OCAW New Orleans also hosted a community information table to introduce
the aganization and its activities.

The New Orleans Chinese School and the Chinese Presbyterian Church joined the table and helped share
information about local Chinese tudal and educational programs.

Volunteers 0OCAW members and local school students worked together at the community table,
introducing Chinese culture and engaging with festival attendees throughout the event.
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Visitors enjoyed interactive cultural displays and activitidscalligraphy artistMr. Leipin He,wrote
Visitorsd6 names in Chinese characters on bookmark
festival. Mahjong tles and sets were displayed to introduce traditional Chinese games and culture.

Handmade Hanfinspired bookmarks, generously donated by lifetime member Sophie Lin, and Chinese
culture bookmarks donated bymediatepast president Patricia Ellzey, welistdbuted agtakehome gifts

for attendees.
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The performances and community activities were warmly received by festival attendees and showcased the
beauty of Chinese culture and herita@gCAW New Orleans was honored to participate in ¢teigbration of
Asian Pacific American Heritage Month and to share Chinese traditions with the broader community.

The video of our transition clotlsefashion show can be fouat
https://youtu.be/7vRITrXFiYY?feature=shared

More performancefrom the Skyark Performing Ats Troupecan be found at:
https://m.youtube.com/@lilysaittal259

(Photos taken b@CAWmembers, family, anfdiends)

Additional comments about the Festival

(from Patricia Ellzey, Immediate Past President

Kudos to the Dance Team and Performing Arts Troupe for working so hard, especially thraghoanth
of May, culminating indoing 11 performances at tRestival from 11lam. to5 pm.! They really had China
shine!!!

It was a beautiful day in the park, aalobut a thousand people catagarticipate.

| also was asked to talk about OCA®Ad | discussedur origins, purpose, and activities. Thus we were able
to receivemorepublicity.


https://youtu.be/7vRlTrXFiYY?feature=shared
https://m.youtube.com/@lilysaitta1259
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Additionally,i n Li | y 6 sefemrediplLeipirt He Hs is @maccomplished Chirborn calligraphy artist
and member of the Chinese Presbyterian Chaath| have been able to recruit lionvolunteer at the
OCAW table everyyearHe wr i t e s p e Ghnése éharactera an @aokkirio the delight of
attendees!

News from the Silicon ValleyChapter

(Yufan Lu, President)

South Bay CommunityLeaders Prayer Beakfast Gathering

(fromIsabelle GuhVice President

The Silicon \alley Chapter of OCAWvas honored to participate in the 2025 South Bay Community Leaders
Prayer Breakfast Gathering held Briday,December 19, 2025, at the Sarat@gantry Club Saratoga, CA
Representing OCAWEVC as a member of the organizing committee, Isabelle Guh joined community leaders
in supporting this meaningful event, which promoted dialogue, collaboration, and unity across the South Bay
region.

The breakast gathering brought together an impressive and diverse group of leaders from the political,
business, educational, civic, and faith communities throughout the San Francisco Bayd&tiedpating
cities included Saratoga, San Jose, Santa Clara, di]gtupertino, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills, Los Gatos,
Fremont, Union City, Dublin, Campbell, and Gilroy, as well as Santa Clara Cadotg than 100 attendees
participated, representing a broad range of organizations and faith communities, suchedigjioing r
organizations and churches like the Muslim Association and The Church of Jesus Christ afdyaBamts,
along with lusiness representatives such as TSMC and ASUS.

Pamela Wu, Chief of Staff in the Office of Supervisor Otto Lee at then§Z of Santa Clara,
introducedeach guest during the event program.

(Photo taken by Malcom Chen)
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Distinguished participants included U.S. Congress
Congressional District, who provided a recorded videgsage Matt Mahan, Mayor of the City of San Jose,
served as a featured speaker, alongside numerous state, county, and local elected dffepa¢sentative

from the office of Senator Dave Cortese (California State Senate, District 15) was inrattenda
Assemblymember Patrick Ahrens (District 26) and Jennifer Tayikemdoza, President of West Valley

College, joined the gatherindpavid Wu, Director General of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in

San Francisco, attended in person and emplihireimportance of continued dialogue and cooperation

among local leaders and communities.

Faith leaders from different religious communities stivoithe front of the room
and led a collective prayer.

(Photo taken by Isabelle Guh)

During the program, Mayor Matt Mahan shared the C
through preventiofiocused initiatives, including shet¢rm rental assistance, case management, and

temporary housing programsle highlighted measable progress made by the city in reducing unsheltered
homelessness and expanding indoor housing opportunities.

I n addition, Dr . Gerry Liu, Chairman of the River
accomplishments in community service ahdritable outreach over the past year, underscoring the important
role of nonprofit and civic organizations in supporting local communities.

The gathering demonstrated strong interfaith understanding;s#os® collaboration, and regional unity,
andhighlighted the importance of sustained cooperation among civic, educational, business, and faith
communities in strengthening and serving the South Bay community.



A beautifully arranged breakfast talésaturedan inviting selection
of fresh pastries, seasonal fruits, coffee, and tea.

(Photo taken by Isabelle Guh)

Isabelle Guh andily Mei, a member of OCAWSVC
and former Mayor of the City of Fremont

(Photo taken by Julie Chan)
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U-ChannelTV ChineseLanguage News Clip covering theemt (with automatic dubbing available to
generate English audio translatiaan be found at:
https://youtu.be/1fsqg_gGpWgo?si=3yuKiodds--8sr

Remembering Iris Chang at Iris Chang Park

(from Helen ChiangHistorian)

| first met Iris Chang in May 2003, when | joined a group of OGAWC friends to attend her book signing
for The Chinese in Americt the Oakland libraryBy then, she was already wonidnowned for her
groundbreaking 1997 bookhe Rape of Nankingrhe venue was filled to capacity with readers and
admirers. Tall and slender, she stood out in the crowd with composed, understated eldd@ngaze was
intense, revealing a depth of intelligence and seriousnesefthatdsting impression on me.

I't wasnot wuntil | ast year t ha tAftel explogng itsrwebdite,d Knewtl h e |
had to pay it a visitDedicated on November 9, 2013he 15thanvier sary of | riittee Changd¢
park pays tribute to her enduring legacy as a writer and humanitiiéstled beside a residential complex in

the heart of Silicon Valley, the 2d&tre park offers a tranduetreat from the surrounding bustlg.was

designed by American sculptor Richard Deutsch in collaboration with landscape architects, PlacdWéorks.

space unfolds like a Zen garden, where a gently curving path guides visitors past thoughtfully placed

scul ptures that reflect Deutschés deep undke st and
Coyote Creek Trail, largely paved with fine crushed stones, winds along nearby, offering open, scenic views

of the creek.When we began planningin2026 OCAWSVC activities, | proposed a visit and hike there,

and the idea was met with strong support.

On an overcast spring morning 8anday April 26, 2026, thirteen OCAWSVC members and friends

gathered at the entrance to Iris Chang Park to jfaytérto Chang, whose life was tragically cut short by her
struggle with depression, ending a future that held even greater profeseere especially fortunate that,
through Cynt hi a ChYainnggd sChcaonngn,e cltriiosnd, s Yi@loatgiaciously was @
accompanied us through the park, sharing the story behind its creation and answering our questions about Iris.


https://youtu.be/1fsq_gGpWgo?si=3yuKnxxjoUs--8sr
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Entry
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Ying-Ying told us that Iris and her husband had lived neavlilien the Essex Apartments on Epic Way were
being built, the City of San Jose required new multifamily developments to include dedisatespace.

The area might otherwise have been named Epic Way Rarisen Chu, a Taiwanese American politician
and then a member of the San Jose City Council, was actively involved with the Global Alliance for
Preserving the History of WWII in Asia atlde Rape of Nanking Redress Coalitidte approached Mr. and
Mrs. Chang and suggested that they apply to rtameark in honor of Irisa San Jose residenthe San Jose
City Council unanimously approved the proposalith that approval, the projentoved into the selection

and design phase#t underscored the importance of having political support.

The sculptor Richard Deutsch, Yigi ng s ai d, had been overwhel mingly
from a group of candidatesie caref ul ly read I risés book, and the
central theme A quote of Iris was engraved on thettom half of the Entry Stondi Pl ease bel i eve
POWER OF ONE.One person can make an enormous difference in the.wdOne discovery can cure a

disease or spark new technology to benefit or annihilate the humanyi@aeceas ONE individual, can change

millions of lives. Thinkbig. Do not | i mit your vision and do not e
Deutzh also traveled to Nanjing, where he was presented with-ge200ld Chinese grinding millHe

stacked the two round millstones upright and named the sculistery Stoneas it had born withess to

history over the yearsYing-Ying strongly believe that the mill embodies an unceasing life force, having
sustained generations of peoplé\ianjing.

As we walked toward the hardscaped theater area in the center of thEquantk Stoneame into view atop

the higher ground behind the secnicula retaining wall. It consists of two conicadhaped basalt stones that
barely touch, symbolizing humanityds interconnect
Deutschh Anot her quote by 1 ris Chrasergeth fAeWwosrednsc eaisoef tthhee o0s
displayed on the retaining walChang reckoned that words are more than merely a tool of communication;

they keep the human spirit eternal.



