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(from Linda Devine, Editor) 
 

I was very pleased to be able to produce a large June e-newsletter, due in part to a lot of activity having been 

generated by May being Asian Pacific, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Heritage Month. 

 

As always, thanks to those who contributed material for this issue.  I am also grateful to my husband Ed for 

his work on preparing the unusually large number of photos (over 100).  In fact, over 200 photos were 

submitted.  Unfortunately, space restrictions precluded my being able to publish all of them, but I extend my 

gratitude to all of the photographers for their enthusiasm in sending me so many to choose from. 

 

I continue to encourage OCAW members to write articles or submit information if there is something you 

think would be of interest to the membership.  And please feel free to send me any suggestions that you might 

have for the e-newsletter at:  devinefive@comcast.net 
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News from the Virginia Chapter  
 

(from Maria Yang, Acting President) 

 

Motherôs Day commemoration 

 

The commemoration of Motherôs Day and Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Heritage 

Month, held jointly by the Greater Washington DC Chapter of the World Chinese Business and Professional 

Womenôs Association and the Washington DC Taiwan Benevolent Association, was a resounding success, 

with a turnout of over 220 people.  The members and friends of OCAW-VA were among those invited to 
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attend.  The occasion was held on Sunday, May 7, 2023, in the auditorium of the TECRO Culture Center in 

Gaithersburg, Maryland, and featured a lively showcase of Asian Pacific cultural performances and 

gastronomic delights, including Taiwanese snacks, Japanese sushi, and Singaporean noodles for lunch. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The highlight of the celebration was the recognition of mothers in families with three or four living 

generations and the honoring of their exceptional contributions to their families and society.  This was 

accomplished through a series of Motherôs Day videos, floral presentations, and the gifting of silk scarves to 

elder mothers, all of which served to underscore the traditional virtue of gratitude to mothers. 

 

The event was graced by the presence of prominent officials, including Maryland Delegate Lily Qi and 

Christina Poy, the Administrative Director of the Maryland Governorôs Commission on Asian Pacific 

American Affairs and a lifetime member of OCAW-MD.  Among other OCAW members present was Dianna 

Gorin, a lifetime member of OCAW-VA, who traveled from North Carolina to partake in the festivities. 

 

In addition to celebrating mothers, the event championed the cause of equal rights and the integration of 

American and Asian cultures.  This was achieved through the showcasing of the invaluable contributions of 

the Chinese-American and Taiwanese-American communities to the world, furthering the goal of AANHPI 

Heritage Month events. 

 

All in all, the commemoration of Motherôs Day and Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander  

Heritage Month was a joyous and meaningful event, which underscored the importance of family, culture, and 

community, and honored the most beloved and strongest pillars of every family, our mothers. 
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Christina Poy and Mining Chang, President of 

the Taiwan Benevolent Association of Greater 

Washington, DC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Maria Yang, Dr. Sheueyann Cheng, and Dr. Minju Chang 
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                        Maria Yang, Christina Poy, and Pam Wong 

 

 

 
 

                                                                 Qingxiu Lee, Dianna Gorin, and Maria Yang 
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News from the New Orleans Chapter 
 

(from Patricia Ellzey, President) 

 

Annual Asian Heritage Festival 

 

The Asian Pacific American Societyôs annual Asian Heritage Festival was held on Saturday, May 13, 2023 in 

the French Quarter in New Orleans.  The OCAW New Orleans Chapter assists with the event every year, and 

this time President Pat Ellzey and Secretary Nellie Underwood represented the chapterôs involvement. 

 

There were over twenty music, dance, kung fu, and other performances that entertained audiences throughout 

the festival, and the local Chinese community performed fully half of these numbers. 

 

 

 
 

At the APAS tent, OCAW New Orleans Chapter President Pat Ellzey, who also sits on 

the APAS Board of Directors, selling parasols that can be painted to the buyerôs desire, 

cool water spray fans, colorful fans, and Chinese cone hats. 

 

 

 

 

 

Nellie Underwood, OCAW New Orleans Chapter Secretary 

and also APAS Secretary; Cynthia Lee Sheng, Jefferson County 

Parish President; and Grace Chan, APAS President 
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A performance by our local Academy of Chinese Arts children 

 

 

 
 

A final group photo at the finale of the festival, showing several APAS Board members along with 

the Chinese Lion Dance troupe who exhibited their talents to the delight of the audience 

and ended the festivities for the day 



-9- 

 

Upcoming Event 

 

We will have a membership meeting in June to plan for an International Womenôs celebration lunch in July.  

For this July lunch, we will invite prospective members to help increase our membership and activities. 

 

 

Outreach 

 

Pat feels that the New Orleans Chapter needs to recruit new members to strengthen the chapter.  With the goal 

of soliciting help with recruitment, she had a productive meeting with a bio scientist at the local U.S. 

Department of Agriculture research lab who is very influential in the Chinese immigrant community.  This 

lady is also one of the leaders of the successful Chinese school in New Orleans. 

 

This individual was happy to learn about OCAW and the New Orleans Chapter, and said that she will be 

sending out a news article via email to the local immigrant Chinese Association to help publicize the OCAW 

lunch in July.  She herself plans to attend, and she will try to bring others. 

 

 

 

News from the Silicon Valley Chapter 
 

(from Jen Tsao, President) 

 

 ñLearning through Entertainmentò Webinar 

 

(from Joyce Hsu; Jen Tsao; and Anne Hu, Immediate Past President) 

 

This informative presentation, hosted by the Silicon Valley Chapter, was given by Joyce Hsu via Zoom on 

Sunday, March 19, 2023.  She shared her personal story about fighting breast cancer while she was involved 

in comic creation and pursued her passion of theater.  In the face of adversity (chemotherapy multiple times), 

comics and short dramas help her continue to enjoy a wonderful life.  This successful talk was presented in 

Mandarin and garnered up to 56 participants. 

 

 

 
 

 

About Joyce Hsu: 

 

Joyce is a graduate of the Department of Chemistry, National Taiwan University; did graduate studies and 

research at Caltech; and worked at the University of California Berkeley and Stanford in biochemical 
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research.  After being diagnosed with breast cancer in 1996, she became a volunteer in cancer prevention and 

cancer care services.  She was the President of the American Cancer Societyôs California Chinese Unit and is 

currently a consultant for the New Hope Chinese Cancer Care Foundation. 

 

Al though her undergraduate major was biochemistry, she also loves art and drama.  She served on the boards 

of the San Jose Repertory Theatre and the Asian Art Museum in San Francisco. 

 

 

 
 

 
 



-11- 

 

From Joyce Hsu: 

 

1996 was a turning point in my life.  I wrote my first black humor stage play, and I was thinking about how to 

create the show.  At that time, I was diagnosed with breast cancer.  Immediate surgery, chemotherapy, 

radiation therapy, and hair loss and other side effects followed.  When I thought that my life might be over, 

two wishes inspired me.  One was to participate in the work of preventing cancer if I survived, and the other 

was to do it regardless of whether anyone came to see my show or play. 

 

For the next decade or so, the work ï cancer prevention volunteering and stage production ï took up most of 

my time.  But they were like two parallel lines that never intersected until I thought about how to make cancer 

advocacy and education not boring.  So I began to use comics and short plays to message to audiences.  I 

published two comic books, Xiao Guo Qi Jia and Special Laugh Medicine, and also performed many short 

plays, such as Sun-Zi Therapy, Exchanging Conditions, etc.  Please feel free to refer to my website for more 

information:  http://www.joycehsu.us.  ñEntertaining education with funò is really effective. 
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-13- 

 

 

Jen Tsao has provided a link to the webinar:  www.youtube.com/watch?v=0fly9IripAM&t=2778s 

 

(Photos taken by Jen Tsao) 

 

(Editorôs Note:  Jen wishes to thank Cathy Roberts, National Vice President for Membership and Virginia 

Chapter Treasurer, for joining the event from the East coast.) 

 

 

Annual Spring Hike 
 

(from Alice Chiou, activity organizer and Historian) 

 

OCAW-SVC had its annual spring hike on Sunday morning, April 23, 2023, in Los Gatos, CA.  Many 

members were out of town, so we had only a small group this year. 

 

 

 
 

Jen Tsao, Alice Chiou, Cynthia Chang, and Elisa Chen 

 

(Photo taken by Alex Chen) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0fly9IripAM&t=2778s
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We started from Los Gatos downtown and hiked for two hours.  The weather was just perfect, and the scenery 

along the trail was really nice, too. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

(Photos taken by Jen Tsao) 
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We saw children painting a display on the trail bridgeé 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Photo taken by Jen Tsao) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(Photo taken by Alex Chen) 
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wall painting under the tunnelé 

 

 

 
 

(Photo taken by Alex Chen) 

 

 

and a creek with lots of water. 

 

 
 

(Photo taken by Jen Tsao) 
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Elisa and Alex Chen 

 

(Photo taken by Alice Chiou) 

 

 

At the top of the hill, there was a beautiful view. 

 

 

 
 

(Photo taken by Jen Tsao) 
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(Photo taken by Alex Chen) 

 

 

After the hike, we had a nice lunch at the famous Steamerôs Grillhouse restaurant.  What a happy ending! 

 

 

 
 

(Photo taken by Jen Tsao) 
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Alice Chiou, Jen Tsao, and Rose Cheng 

 

(Photo taken by Alice Chiou) 

 

 

Saratoga Blossom Festival 

 

(from Cynthia Chang, Public Relationship) 

 

OCAW-SVC participated again in the 2023 Blossom Festival in Saratoga, CA.  This event took place on 

Saturday, April 29 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Heritage Orchard and Saratoga Civic Center and was free and 

open to the public. 
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Activities included a wide range of music, entertainment, paintings, artists, artisans, Saratoga historical 

characters, and local organizations.  Childrenôs activity tables, a petting zoo, and more were present.  OCAW-

SVCôs booth was the most popular with the arts/crafts and calligraphy activities we offered.  This event 

started in 1900 and brought the entire community together, and it was produced by the Saratoga Historical 

Foundation and sponsored by the City of Saratoga. 

 

 

 
 

 

A lit tle history of the Blossom Festival:  Santa Clara County was once known as the Valley of Hearts Delight 

with acres and acres of blossoming fruit trees.  An average of 100,000,000 pounds of prunes alone were 

delivered annually, or one-third of the worldôs annual production.  The Blossom Festival originated in 

Saratoga in 1900 after two years of drought to celebrate the beauty of the orchards and the good life provided.  

The festival was held each year until World War II.  Each year the festival grew larger and larger with 

important dignitaries attending, including the Governor of California and the Vice President of the United 

States.  The festival was brought back in 2013 with the mission to commemorate and preserve the memory of 

its historic celebration and of Saratogaôs agricultural and community-focused life.  Saratoga is fortunate to 

have a Heritage Orchard as a reminder of the past. 

 

Cynthia Chang and Sophia Yang were the two OCAW-SVC members in charge of the chapterôs participation.  

Sophia spent a lot of time designing the arts and crafts activities while Cynthia recruited volunteers to serve 

two-hour shifts at the booth.  Jen Tsao, Carol Yuan, Phyllis Tung, Alice Chiou, Wendy Chang, Elisa Chen, 

Isabelle Guh, and Teresa Guh worked on the arts and crafts with children, while Yufan Lu, Woanyu Yu, and 

Trista Chen worked at the calligraphy table.  We also had Saratoga High School teacher Mariam Fan and 

Chinese Club students Leyna Chen, Sada Gill, Kevin Yang, and Isabella Wang helping with the arts and 

 



-21- 

 

 

crafts activities.  Big kudos to Isabelle Guh, her son Ryan Lin (President of the Chinese Club), and Mariam  

Fan for recruiting the student volunteers, not only for OCAW-SVC (4 students) but also for the entire festival 

event (23 students)!  Isabelle also joined OCAW-SVC as a lifetime member! 
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