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(from Linda Devine, Editor)
| hope everyone isnjoying springtime coming into our lives!

My thanks as alwaysto those wo contributed material forthesue and | appreci atk e my
on preparing the many photos

| continue toencourage OCAW members to write articles or sulbmformationif there is something you
think would be of interest to the membershigm happy to welcome an article from another fiiste
contributor in this issue, and | sincerely hope that this trend continues!

Please alsteel free to send me asyggestionghat yal might have fothe enewsletter at:
devinefive @comcast.net
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Opera International: End of an Era

(from Linda Devine)

Muriel Hom, longtime OCAW National Vice President for Programs, founded the highly successful Opera
International companin 1994. Including precursor performances beginning in 18@88:h were four
acclaimed concerfgaturing instrumentats and vocalists at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing
Arts, Opera International served the community for 30 years, adf@rorid-class operas, operatiocal

galas, and benefit concerts in the Washington, D.C. metropolitan Eneasands were enriched these
musical events which were the hard warld dedicatioof Mimi Hom and her wonderful group of

volunteers.
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Mimi had hoped to produce a concert featuring two ydtimgesesingers whose voices had alrea@dynered
much praisen the music world. Howevethese vocalists have since choseteadto movetoward
producingconcerts and lgh school musicalsf theirown.

ThusOpera I nternational 6s | ast activity wanerfosponsor
OCAW National 0s efebratibn héldimthe QeMetsoanes/in Qetober 2@2 Mimi,
recently turned 98, has finally retired

Opera International 6s entertainment for OCAW

(Video clip created by Ed Devine)

There currently is a small amount of funds remaining in the@lpgéernational accountnitial plans are
underwayto start the process of disbursing these funds. Some thoughts:

A Over its long history, there have been many do
of the most genewus benefactarhave since passed away. However, three are still atidethey
have been asked if they have favorite chartbeshich we mght consider making contributiongt
is expected that a portion of the remaining Ol funds will be donated in this manner.
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A Some OCAW chapters have worked for, and hargributed funds to, favorite charities or
community nonprofit organizations. A portion of the remaining funds will be distributed to these
entities. Other charities will also be considered.

A Cathy Roberts, OCAW National Vice President for Memberskimecup with a wonderful idea: to
allot some of the remaining monies to a fund from which Muriel Hom Music Grants will be awarded.
Chapters will be encouragénl submit names of deserving instrumentalists or vocalists whose
finances could benefit from ansll grant to help pay fanusic lessons, music books, tuition, or other
expenses.

As these plans become more concrete, information will be distributed.

News from the Virginia Chapter

(from Barbara York Presiden}

Upcoming event

Tour of new Japanese groceousehold goods store

On Wednesday, April 9, 2028 few members of the OCAWA Chapter plan to meet and tour Marufuiji
Japanese Markethe new Japanese grodéigusehold goods store at Tysons 3 Center in VieviAa We
will explore the store, and theatso fave lunch in their very nice food court.

Marufuiji is the first new Asian branded grocery store to open in the [IDM&ftrict/Maryland/Virginia) aea

in the last decaddt contains many interesting items from gedes to household goods to cosmetithere
are some amazingly higgnd, expensive itenisbut a lot of other wares as well.

It has received great reviews for the products it carrlast bad reviews for the crowding and subsequent

depleted shelvesdowever, at the time of gave will be going, the store should farly empty and the
shelveswell stocked.

Otherwise, all has been quiet with otinapter since the lastrewsletter

News from the New OrleansChapter

Chinese New Year and Lantern Festival Meeting

(from Patricia EllzeyQOutgoing Pesident)

TheOCAW New Orleans Chapter had its first meetinghef year orSaturdayFebruary 22, 2025 at the
Chinese Presbyterian ChunchKenner, LA. A fivecourse lunclwascatered by the Chong Quing
Restaurant to celebrate the Chinese New Year and the Lantern Fdstiviu and Yong Yi made the
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lunch arrangementand Lily Yang and her committee decorated the tables and walls with attractive and
festive Chinese holiday decorations depicting these celebrafitiese were 18loor prizes of rosebush
plants andooks giverout by raffle drawingsand everyone received a red Snake envelope hongbao.
Husbands and friends were invited to atteard allhad a good time.

The meeting was very significant since after several years, we finally had an officers el€ogarew
officers are:

President Yong Yi

Vice President Lily Wu

Secretary (reelected)i Nellie Underwood
Treasureii Ning Kong

A newposition of Community Relations Representative was apprewvedLily Yang was elected.

Many thanks to our past ofers,especially Nancy Chung who iaerved as Treasurer ftd years or more
and Nellie Underwoowvho is a phenomenal Secretary agglea to be reelected.

In addition, it was approved that our chapter formally sponsd¥éueOrleans Skylark Troupeled Lily
Yangand theFeiyang Dance Teanied by Yong Yi. These groups are composed of many OCAW members
and have greatly assistadeducatig our local Chineseoecnmunity and the general public through their
performances while preserving and hangour Chinese ancestral culturéVeare very proud of their
endeavors.

Following our meeting, a notable localiccessful Chinesechitect, Lous Kong, gave a welleceived
presentation on the architectural history of our local famous St. Louis Catheldrad.very witty and
humorous as well as knowledgeatsle our members and guests were delijibehave heard his talk

Louis isalso a voluteer tourguidé or t he AFri ends of t heisOetednexd o. 0
to the StLouis Cathedral and was originally the New Orleans government builslifegwere originally
schedul ed ttourimgApril or Maylbut manydodindthat they could najo due to previous
commitments such aswgation trips to China, etc. Thus the toundsvscheduled foNovember.

This article is my last duty as the New Orleans Chapter Presatetitwish you all well. It has been a
pleasue to have served alf these years.

Patricia Hew Lee Ellzey

Edi tords Not e:

I believe that all/l of OCAW joins me in congratul a
President, and thanks her foer numerous years of service in this positiBhe served two stints for most of

the past ten yeard?at has wanted to turn over chapter leadership for a while, and usher in new blood, and

now several new members have stepped up to assume leadelesshignd has made this possible.

Pat has assured us that she will remain as an advisor to the chapter, and counsel the new officers. Best of luck
to them, and best wishes to Pat, whocannaswl ax as fAPresi dent Emerituso!
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The Feiyang Dance Team tings Chinese Culture to Local Canmunities

(from Yong Yi, Incoming President)

In the first quarter of 202%he Feiyang Dance Team showcased vibrant Chinese cultural performances at
multiple local events ithe Greaer New Orleans areaTl he teanparticipated in Chinese New Year
celebrations at Covington Nursing Home, Tulane Usite, New Orleans Northshore, the Chinese
Presbyterian Burch, and a local elementary school, as well as the Mardi Grastifestat a Kenner nursing
home.

Through taditional dancethe dance ¢am shared the beauty of Chinese culture with diverse audiences,
fostering crosgultural appreciation in the communitfheir performances were warmly received,
highlighting the inportance of cultural exchange.

The teamdoks forward to continuing itsiission of promoting cultural understanding through art in future
events.

DancingThe wishbrings joyto Covington Nursing Home.



Feiyang dancers bring joyful danc&irls from Daban Cityto Tulane Wiversity.



At a local elementary school, young studestgerienceChinese dance withly hometown is beautiful

The New Orleans SkylarkTroupe performs at the Avanti Senior Living Community Nursing Home

(from Lily YangCommunity Relations Representative)

On Friday,March 22, 2025, under the bright spring sunshimeAvanti Senior Living Community in

Covington LA, hosted a heartfelt and unique performantle passionate performers from the New Orleans
Skylark Troupe delivered a carefully prepared artistic show, bringing the warmest care and comfort to the
elderly in this beautiful springtime.

At noon, theseniorresidents arrived early at the venue, their faces beaming with anticipation as they awaited
the start of the performancéirst, Tina Soong introduced the event, expressing gratitude to the Skylark
Troupe for their presence and to all the eldettigradees for their supporf.hen, Director othe Skylark

Troupe, Lily Yang, mtroduced each performer on stage one by one.



Tina Soong and Lilyrang

The performance began with an erhu sblorse Racingby Rofessor Yuanhong ShiThestirring melodies
of the erhu echoed through the air, vividly painting a scene of galloping horses racing across the field in a
jubilant and exhilarating spectacle.



Wen Lai, Wenyi Shan, Qing LiandLily Yang presented the classical dandeSmile with a FlowerRooted
in traditional Chinese dance, the performance featured graceful and fluid movements, conveying inner peace
and a deep reflection on life.he audience was fully immersed, enjoying this unique visual feast.




Cuilan Li performed a bamboo flute sokragrance
and Drum Dance The crisp and melodious flute
notes seemed to transport the audience into a scene
filled with birdsong and florafragrance, allowing

the senior$o experience the beauty of nature

through the soothing melody.

Another performance featured a xiao s@e, Xi Mei Ling The soft, flowing notes of the xiagently drifted
through the air, immersing the audience in its enchanting music, creating a relaxed and serene atmosphere in
the venue.
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Nicole Landryperformed a solo vocal piecEhe
Flowing Stream Her clear and bright voice, combined
with the beautiful and melodis tune, captivated the
seniors earning their deep appreciation.

Lily Yang andMengying Chiangmother and daughtgperformedthe duedance,The Fragance of
Tuberose Their seamless coordination and gra¢edelicate movements mesmerized the audience, drawing

them into the enchanting performance.

M
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MasonWu performed a guzheng solBattling the TyphoonThe stirring and dynamic melody vividly

portrayed the fierce struggle between workers and the raging séorather pieceTh e Gener al 6 s Cc
was grand and powerful, with its dramatic and fluctuating tones bringing to life the spectacle of ancient

warfare and the bravery of the soldieBoth performances earned entlassic applause

Wenyi Shano6s s denoryroaghtthe everd to ikselimater beautiful and captivating
voice evoked cherished memories in the hearts datteedees.



Nicole Landry, Wen Lai, Wenyi Shan, Qing LandLily Yang presented éemale ensembl@®ays of Yore
filling the roomwith warmth and heartfelt blessings for genioraudience.
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Finally, the performanceoncluded with the stunning cheongsam showdasklen Years The performers
wereNicole Landry, Wen Lai, Wenyi Shan, Qing LandLily Yang. The audience was treated to an
unparalleled visual and auditory feast, leaving them deeply moveekaiidrated.

After the performance, audience membeagerly shook hands with the performers, praising the show for its
brilliance. The New Orleans Skylark Troupe expressed their love and respect through art, embodying the
traditional virtue of honoring and loving the elderlijhey also promoted Chinese traditional cultutds
believed that this warmth will remain in theahnts ofour senior citizensadding even more beauty to their
lives.
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Additionally, soon after this eventhe New Orleans Skylark Troupeas scheduled to perforamother show
for the senioresidents at Oak Park Village in Slidell, LA.

News from the Silicon ValleyChapter

(Yufan Lu, President)

Hakone Garders Lunar New Year Festival

(from Cynthia Chang, Public Relatigns

The Silicon Valley Chapter of OCAW participated in the 17th Annual Lunar New Year Festival held at

Hakone Gardenis Saratoga, CAgn SundayFebruary 23, 20250ur chapter was honored to receive a
Certificate of Appreciation from both the Chair of thekdiae Foundation Board of Trustees and the Mayor

of Saratoga, Belal Aftab.
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As part of the celebration, we hosted a Chinese Calligraphy Art Exhibition booth, led by Chapter President
Yufan Lu, who performed live demonstrations of traditional Chinafigaphy. Volunteers Annie Ying,
Sophia Yang, Carol Yuan, and Cynthia Chang also contributed their time and energy to support the event.



Yufan captivated visitors by demonstrating the five major styles of Chinese calligrapégdition to
showcasing the brush techniques, she shared the rich etymology of Chinese characters and provided insights
into their evolution throughout history.

The Glamour of Chinese Hieroglyphics

by Yufan Lu

Chinese characters originated from ancient hieroglyphics, and traces of this origin remain visible in many
modern characterdn 1899, Beijing scholar Wang Yirong discovered ordi@e inscriptions orottoise

shells and animal bonésmarking the earlig known form of Chinese writing from the Shang Dynagyior

to this discovery, understanding of early script came mainly from bronze inscriptions on ceremonial vessels.
The evolution of Chinese script was standardized through three major dynastic eras

f TheSealScriptdur i ng Qi n Shihuangés reign in 221 BCE,

1 TheClerical Script during the Han Dynasty in 202 BCE;
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1 And theRegular Script beginning in the Tang Dynasty (61&}; which also established theEi g h t
Princi pl asafarddatidhdan lgush technique.

The invention of paper by Cai Lun in the Eastern Han Dynasty allowed calligraphy to floUhishera gave
rise to expressive cursive styles, including the fanh@ming Prefacdoy Wang Xehi and the revered works
of Zhang Zhi, known as the fiSage of Cursive Scrip

Attheevent, Yufam s ed t he «c har atoikustraté tberevofut®mpand beayty of Chinese
writing, making it accessible even to those unfamiliar with the langus@ay visitors were fascinated and
requested tbe(GbadaEbetruiie) to bring home as a bl

The day was filled with vibrant performances and cultural showcases, including a traditional lion dance,
dynamic kung fu demonstrations, tai chi, folk singing, slaguppetry, and hands arts andarafts.

Children dressed in festive attire entlassically joined the Lunar NeWear Costume Parade, which was a
crowd favorite. Delicious food added to the festive atmosphere, making it a joyful and memorable
celebration for all.
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News from the HawaiiChapter

(from SharleneChun, President)

A Harvest Moon Tea

On Sunday, September 15, 2024, the OCAW Hawaii Chapterdhasjgeciabvent in the Nuuanu Ballroom
of the Oahu Country Club in Honolulu. It wabenefit for the Hawaii Chaptefo 6 ol a Na Pua, Ma
and ThelLegal Clinic.

We celebrated the Harvest Moon Festividh an English Tea and a Mini Silent Auatiavith our Speaker
Claire Chao. Claire is @aDCAW Hawaii member who eauthoredRemembering Shanghai: A Memoir of
Socialites, Scholars and Scoundreidth her late mother, Isabel Sun Chadlaire generously donated
hardcover books which were available for sale at the e&laire was unable to meet us in person but her
talk and appearance thigiuvisual media worked out well.

We enjoyed a deliciousuffet lunch and hommade Mooncakes as favor®ouglas Chongour Hawaii
Chinese History experexplained the differemhythical stories and legends ab@itiang Ye The Jade
Goddess on the moon.

| was happy to heahatother OCAW chapters also celebrated the Harvest Moon Festiial6 s wonder f U
whenwe can understand and celebrate our Chinese heritage

President Sharlene Chun with talented OCAW member Ellie Feng, Miss Hawaii Chinatown Princess,
who created the técenterpieces symbolizing the moon
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Preparing for the event. Ellie Feng; Sharon Chun, OCAW Hawaii and National Webmaster;
and Sharlene i&in

Table set vth a centerpiece of a Dragon (Year

of the Dragon)a miniaturecheongsam that
covered a bot of Hau Yau (oyster sauce), and

a wired ring made bEllie Feng. Numerous
desserts accompanied delicious tea sandwiches.







OCAW members Cynthia Chingerena KyYim, and Sandy Youngelping athe Reception table
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Queenie Mow Chee, M., and OCAW Hawaii
Event Chair




Our first course, tomato bisque

MID AUTUMN
FESTIVAL

Sharlene Chun and Queenie Chee holdimge madenooncakesywhich were given out as favors



MID AUTUMN
FESTIVAL

Talented OCAW member Sarah Liu, Miss Havgiinatown Queen, who made and packaged
all of the mooncakes



DouglasChong Hawai i 6 s r e n o wsiodgath explainng laow ongortant a n d
the Harvest Moon Festival is in the Chinese cultarel why it is celebrated every year



